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BIOGRAPHY
For JOHN GLENN, the opportunity to represent Ohioans in

the U.S. Senate marks the summit of a distinguished career
that has included military service, the U.S. space program,
corporate management and national politics.

As Senator, JOHN GLENN has worked to build a legislative
record that reflects the changing needs and growing concerns
of the Nation. In the 105th Congress, he is the ranking mi-
nority member of both the Governmental Affairs Committee
and the subcommittee on AirLand Forces in the Senate
Armed Services Committee. He also serves on the Select
Committee on Intelligence and the special Committee on
Aging.

He is considered one of the Senate’s leading experts on
technical and scientific matters, and is widely respected for
his work to prevent the spread of weapons of mass destruc-
tion. He has used his position on the Governmental Affairs
Committee to root out waste in government and to clean up
the Nation’s nuclear materials production plants.

JOHN HERSCHEL GLENN, Jr. was born on July 18, 1921, in
Cambridge, OH. Shortly after his birth, his family moved to
nearby New Concord where he later attended New Concord
High School. After graduation he enrolled in Muskingum
College, and began learning to fly at the New Philadelphia
airfield. Directly after Pearl Harbor he enlisted in the Naval
Aviation Cadet Program. He was commissioned in the Ma-
rine Corps in 1943 and served in combat in the South Pacific
and the Korean conflict.

GLENN served several years as a test pilot, setting a trans-
continental speed record in 1957 for the first flight to aver-
age supersonic speeds from Los Angeles to New York.

In 1959 JOHN GLENN was selected to be one of the first
seven NASA astronauts in the U.S. space program. Three
years later, on February 20, 1962, he made history as the
first American to orbit the Earth, completing three orbits in
a 5-hour flight. Throughout both his wartime and peacetime
service he received many honors, including the Distinguished
Flying Cross (6 occasions), the Air Medal with 18 clusters,
and the Space congressional Medal of Honor.
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After 23 years of distinguished service to his country,
GLENN retired from the Marine Corps in 1965. He took an
active part in politics and early environmental protection ef-
forts in Ohio while pursuing a career as an executive with
Royal Crown International. He won his Senate seat in 1974,
carrying all 88 counties of Ohio, and was reelected in 1980
with the largest margin in Ohio history. Ohioans returned
him to the Senate for a third term in 1986, and in 1992 he
again made history by being the first popularly elected Sen-
ator from Ohio to win four consecutive terms. In 1997 JOHN

GLENN returned to Muskingum College in New Concord, OH,
to announce he would retire from the Senate upon the com-
pletion of his fourth term.

JOHN GLENN and Anna Margaret Castor were married in
1943. They have a son, Dave, and a daughter, Lyn, and two
grandchildren. Annie and JOHN GLENN have homes in Co-
lumbus, OH, and Washington, DC.
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Proceedings in the Senate

Thursday, May 14, 1998.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, this is also the final defense
authorization bill for three other members of our commit-
tee—Senators GLENN, Coats and Kempthorne. They will be
leaving us this year, also through their choice. We will miss
them keenly. They have all made tremendous contributions
to the work of the Armed Services Committee and to the na-
tional security of our country. Sometimes their ways were
similar and sometimes they were different, but we are grate-
ful for their contributions. I wanted to note that as we get
to work on the defense authorization bill.

MONDAY, July 20, 1998.

Mr. GRAMS. Minnesotans were there at the dawn of the
Space Age, and I look forward to the role our State will play
as the next chapter of America’s space history, the era of the
International Space Station, is written.

I believe the Nation’s space programs, such as the Inter-
national Space Station, represent important investments in
America’s future. The scientific and technological benefits of
this ambitious initiative are impressive and will produce a
high rate of return on the American taxpayers’ investment in
aeronautical and space programs. Among these benefits, the
space station will provide new insight into industrial re-
search for air and water purification, waste management
and recycling, computer technology, and environmental engi-
neering. Most notable is the progress being made in the bio-
medical field.

The promise of a long-term, zero gravity environment has
scientists poised to conduct research into the development of
cures for diabetes, cancer, emphysema, and immune system
disorders. Moreover, the study and eventual findings of why
astronauts who spend extended periods of time in space
often experience weakening of their hearts and blood vessels
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may lead to the diagnosis and treatment of heart disease. It
should also be noted that the International Space Station is
supported by many of this Nation’s most prominent medical
and research organizations, including the American Medical
Association, the Multiple Sclerosis Association of America,
the American Medical Woman’s Association, Bristol-Myers
Squibb, and Mount Sinai Medical Center. Clearly, the space
station promises to make significant contributions to the
study of medicine.

Mr. President, the International Space Station will help to
maintain U.S. leadership in space while promoting inter-
national cooperation. This international laboratory in orbit
will bring American, Russian, European, Japanese, and Ca-
nadian astronauts together in search of a common goal: to
develop further advances in science and technology that will
benefit future generations.

More importantly for the young people of America, the
space station will inspire greater interest in our Nation’s
space programs. With this in mind, I would like to commend
some of the colleges and universities in my home State of
Minnesota for their commitment to encouraging the involve-
ment of our country’s future leaders in our aeronautical and
space industry.

Mr. President, since 1989, NASA has administered the
‘‘Space Grant’’ program to enhance aerospace research and
education in the United States. This program is an effective
partnership among universities, the aerospace industry, and
Federal, State, and local governments that assists in the re-
cruitment and training of professionals in aerospace science,
engineering, and technology.

In my home State, the Minnesota Space Grant Consortium
is comprised of nine academic institutions along with the
Minnesota Department of Transportation. Those nine insti-
tutions are: Augsburg College, Bemidji State University,
Bethel College, College of St. Catherine, Fond du Lac Tribal
and Community College, Macalester College, Normandale
Community College, the University of Minnesota-Twin Cit-
ies, and the University of St. Thomas.

For the last several years, these institutions have worked
effectively together to promote aerospace science through fel-
lowships and scholarships, the development of new courses
in Physics and Geology, the establishment of a new Space
Studies minor among the consortia members, and public lec-
tures relating to space science and engineering.
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I met recently with Emily Eelkema, a native of Minneapo-
lis and a senior at the University of Minnesota studying
Aerospace Engineering. Emily is a participant in the NASA
Academy on Aeronautics at the Dryden Flight Research Cen-
ter in California, and was initially selected for this honor
through the Minnesota Space Grant Consortium.

Those selected for the NASA Academy are among the
brightest students in the country and have expressed a deep
interest in NASA aeronautical space research. I was ex-
tremely impressed by Emily’s grasp of Dryden’s flight re-
search program and her life-long interest in aeronautics and
space activities. I am encouraged to learn of her goals of be-
coming an astronaut and playing an important role in the
design of a manned Mars mission. Her commitment to a ca-
reer in this exciting field makes me optimistic about the fu-
ture of our space program.

Mr. President, the commemoration of ‘‘Space Week’’ would
not be complete without paying tribute to a true American
hero, our colleague Senator JOHN GLENN. On October 29,
Senator GLENN will embark on a second journey into space,
this time aboard the space shuttle Discovery, as a payload
specialist responsible for conducting space-based research on
aging. His work may lead to further understanding by sci-
entists about the process of aging, and help reduce the num-
ber of individuals requiring long-term medical care in their
later years.

Many deserving accolades have been placed upon Senator
GLENN for his accomplishments throughout his career as a
marine, the first American to orbit the Earth, and a U.S.
Senator. I believe no commendation has captured the essence
of JOHN GLENN’s commitment to public service than that be-
stowed upon him more than 35 years ago by President Ken-
nedy during a visit to Cape Canaveral, FL.

Upon presentation of NASA’s Distinguished Service Medal
to Lieutenant Colonel GLENN, President Kennedy spoke of
GLENN’s historic orbital flight when he said, ‘‘His perform-
ance was marked by his great professional knowledge, his
skill as a test pilot, his unflinching courage, and his extraor-
dinary ability to perform the most difficult tasks under con-
ditions of great physical stress and personal danger. His per-
formance in fulfillment of this most dangerous assignment
reflects the highest credit upon himself and the United
States.’’

Mr. President, I encourage all Americans to reflect upon
the benefits of our Nation’s space programs during this
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Space Week. As we approach the 21st century, Americans
can share a sense of national pride as we move forward in
our epic journey—a journey filled with uncertainty, yet with
great promise—into the space frontier.

THURSDAY, October 1, 1998.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I thank the Senator from
Texas. We both share a keen interest in space. I will also be
speaking on the topic of the 40th anniversary of NASA,
which is today.

Mr. President, next month, from launch pad 39B at Cape
Canaveral, the space shuttle’s main engines will fire up, the
solid rocket motors will ignite, and the crew of seven will be
sent off into orbit around our home planet. One of those
seven will be the distinguished Senator from Ohio. More
than 36 years after his first flight, JOHN GLENN will again
orbit the Earth in a United States spacecraft.

I have here a picture of Senator GLENN taken 36 years ago
with Dr. Wernher von Braun in Huntsville, AL, my home
State. They are shown here discussing a proposed lunar
landing craft. What an imagination, what a vision, what an
exploring capacity they had. Shortly after that first orbital
flight, they were already planning a trip to the Moon—a vi-
sion that many thought could never be achieved and was
achieved so successfully.

Senator GLENN’s remarkable story is a subplot to the re-
markable story of the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration. On October 1, 1958, just 6 months before the
distinguished Senator from Ohio was named as one of the
original Mercury astronauts, NASA was born. Today, NASA
marks its 40th anniversary of service to this Nation.

THURSDAY, October 8, 1998.

Mr. DEWINE. I thank my colleague.
Mr. President, I rise today to discuss two important provi-

sions in this bill—provisions that honor two distinguished
Ohioans who are retiring from public service this year—Lou
Stokes and JOHN GLENN.

Mr. President, the bill before us would name the Veterans
Administration Medical Center in Cleveland, OH, the Louis
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Stokes VA Medical Center. That is a fitting tribute for a
number of reasons.

First, Lou Stokes is a veteran, serving our country in the
U.S. Army during the Second World War.

Second, as ranking member of the House Appropriations
Subcommittee on Veterans’ Affairs, Lou Stokes has dem-
onstrated that he is a true champion on behalf of his fellow
veterans.

Third, Lou Stokes in recent years has dedicated his atten-
tion to improving the quality of care at the facility that will
bear his name. He has been working tirelessly with me to
provide funds to improve this facility for our veterans in
northeast Ohio. This bill in fact contains $20.8 million to im-
prove the ambulatory care unit at the Stokes Medical Cen-
ter. This is the latest of a lifetime of examples of how Lou
Stokes has made a difference—a difference for veterans and
for all his constituents.

I also am pleased and proud that the bill before us con-
tains a provision that, in my view, represents the deepest
feelings of the people of Ohio regarding our senior Senator
JOHN GLENN.

Mr. President, it would be fair to say that the imagination
of Ohio, and indeed of all America, has been captured by
Senator GLENN’s impending space voyage. It is an inspiring
odyssey. It is exiciting—it reminds us of the spirit of Amer-
ican possibility we all thrilled to when JOHN GLENN made
his first orbit back in 1962.

Senator GLENN’s return to space as a member of the crew
of the space shuttle Discovery marks the culmination of an
incredible public career.

This is a man who flew 149 heroic combat missions as a
marine pilot in World War II and the Korean war—facing
death from enemy fighters and antiaircraft fire.

And none of us who were alive back in 1962 can forget his
historic space flight. I was in Mr. Ed Wingard’s science class,
at Yellow Springs High School in Yellow Springs, OH—we
were glued to the TV. Our hearts, and the hearts of all
Americans, were with him that day.

JOHN GLENN reassured us all that America didn’t just
have a place in space. At the height of the cold war, he reas-
sured us that we have a place—in the future.

And that, Mr. President, brings me to the purpose of the
legislation I am introducing. Even as we speak, in Cleveland,
OH, there are some hardworking men and women of science
who are keeping America strong, who are keeping us on the
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frontier of the human adventure. They are the brilliant, per-
severing, and dedicated workers of the NASA-Lewis Space
Research Center.

People who understand aviation know how crucially impor-
tant the cutting-edge work of the NASA-Lewis scientists is,
for America’s economic and technological future.

Mr. President, what more fitting tribute could there be to
our distinguished colleague, Senator GLENN, than to rename
this facility—in his honor.

That, Mr. President, is the purpose of this legislation. It
recognizes not just a man’s physical accomplishments—but
his spirit. It inspired us in 1962. It inspires us this year. And
it will remain strong in the work of all those who expand
America’s frontiers.

The facility would be renamed the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration John H. Glenn Research Center at
Lewis Field—to honor our distinguished colleague, and also
the aviation pioneer for whom it is currently named. George
Lewis became Director of Aeronautical Research at the pre-
cursor to NASA in 1919. It was then called the National Ad-
visory Committee on Aeronautics, or NACA.

Lewis visited Germany prior to World War II. When he
saw their commitment to aeronautic research, he cham-
pioned American investment in aeronautic improvements—
and created the center which eventually bore his name.

He and JOHN GLENN are pioneers on the same American
odyssey. Ohio looks to both of them with pride—and with im-
mense gratitude for their leadership.

And I am proud, today, that we were able to include this
in the bill. I thank my colleagues for that, and I also want
to thank our good friend, Louis Stokes, who has been instru-
mental in shepherding this measure honoring Senator
GLENN in the other body.

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I thank my colleague from
Ohio.

I, too, join with him in expressing appreciation for the
services of our colleague, Senator GLENN, and our colleague
on the House side, Congressman Stokes. I believe it is very
important that we recognize them in this bill. I thank him
for his comments.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, the Random House College Dic-
tionary defines the term ‘‘hero’’ first as ‘‘a man of distin-
guished courage or ability, admired for his brave deeds and
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noble qualities,’’ and second as ‘‘a small loaf of Italian
bread.’’

There is, of course, a wide disparity in these two defini-
tions. I think I shall appropriately use the initial definition
to describe the hero of whom I am about to speak, Senator
JOHN HERSCHEL GLENN, Jr. I have had the honor of serving
with him in the Senate for the last 24 years.

He is a gentleman. He is a great public servant to all the
Ohioans whose beliefs and values he has so ably represented
in this body.

As Senator GLENN prepares to officially retire from the
Senate and take up his wings of flight once again, I shall
take a few minutes to thank this distinguished Senator from
Ohio for all that he has done for our Republic as a U.S. Sen-
ator and as a hero.

I thank him for his achievements as a Senator. I thank
him for his dedication to the Senate Governmental Affairs
Committee, on which he has served since 1975.

Following his personal motto: ‘‘You Keep Climbing,’’ Sen-
ator GLENN has moved up in the ranks.

From 1987 to 1995 he served as the chairman of the com-
mittee, and then as the ranking Democratic Member until
the present time.

As a member of the committee, Senator GLENN has worked
to protect our Nation and its people, using his expert knowl-
edge to combat the issue of nuclear proliferation, to protect
our fellow Americans from all the environmental dangers
that are associated with the byproducts of nuclear weapons,
and is making the Government more accountable for waste
and fraud.

As a member of the Senate Committee on Armed Services,
on which I am pleased to serve with him, Senator GLENN has
worked to ensure that the United States military remained
ready and strong in the perilous aftermath of the cold war.

He has shared a concern over the dangers of chemical
weapons. He has joined with others of us in attempting to
ensure that our military has absorbed the lessons of the gulf
war and is prepared to protect our troops from low levels of
chemical weapons.

On these two committees, Senator GLENN has served as a
voice of reason and common sense.

Senator GLENN is a hero for all of us to emulate as a re-
sult of his honor and dedication to his country, his family,
and his own high standards.
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I have asked this question in the Senate before: ‘‘Where
have all the heroes gone?’’

To this question I have no definitive answer, but I do know
where this hero is going to go * * * again.

Senator JOHN GLENN is a steam engine in britches; he is
atomic energy in the flesh.

The senior Senator from Ohio has been a daredevil vir-
tually all of his life.

Not one to know when to slow down, Senator GLENN has
risked life and limb, both on the Earth’s surface and in the
vastness of space which encompasses it, for one thing, and
one thing only—the United States of America.

JOHN GLENN has been uniquely blessed to have had the
opportunity to soar above this Earth of ours, soar like an
eagle, surveying the beauty of creation that is God’s Green
Earth.

To quote William Shakespeare in ‘‘twelfth night,’’
Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and some have greatness

thrust upon them.

Senator GLENN is one who has achieved greatness through
his service to his country; he is truly a great American hero.

Not only a veteran of World War II, having served in com-
bat in the South Pacific after he was commissioned in the
Marine Corps in 1943, JOHN GLENN is also a veteran of the
Korean war.

Having survived 149 combat missions as a marine, our
hero—our hero, my hero, your hero—our hero wanted to
move on to a more challenging career as a test pilot of fight-
er and attack aircraft for the Navy and Marine Corps. And
then, looking for new and extreme ways to test his mortality,
on February 20, 1962, Astronaut JOHN GLENN gently
squeezed his body into the Friendship 7 rocket and became
the first American to orbit the Earth at almost 18,000 miles
per hour.

Think of that. When I was young, I read a book by Jules
Verne titled, ‘‘Around the World in 80 Days.’’ JOHN GLENN

went around the world in 89 minutes.
This may well have been the pinnacle of JOHN GLENN’s life

and career.
On that fateful Tuesday in 1962, not only was America

waiting with nervously clenched fists for news on Lieutenant
Colonel. JOHN GLENN’s condition after his return to Earth,
but the whole world was watching.

People from all nations prayed for the safe return of this
brave man.
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Mr. President, I quote from an article entitled ‘‘Man’s ‘Fin-
est Hour.’ ’’ I have been saving this article, now, for almost
37 years—‘‘Man’s ‘Finest Hour’,’’ by the late David Lawrence,
which was originally published in the March 5, 1962, edition
of U.S. News and World Report:

Miracles do happen when the world shows its humility in prayer.
The voices that besought Almighty God to save the life of Colonel GLENN

can speak again, as even more of us petition him to save humanity from
nuclear war.

For those prolonged minutes of prayer on Tuesday, February 20, con-
stituted man’s ‘‘finest hour’’.

Now, if the Good Lord is willing, on October 29, our friend
and colleague—and hero—JOHN GLENN, still brimming with
vital energy, will be leaving the relative comfort of Mother
Earth far behind.

It is always a melancholy time when the institution of the
U.S. Senate has one of its finest Members move on. But it
is a glad time when one of its Members moves on to some-
thing greater.

‘‘Excelsior, ever upward.’’ That is the motto of JOHN

GLENN. He has bigger fish to fry, so he is ready to get away
from Washington, DC—far, far away.

Senator GLENN’s return to space aboard shuttle Discovery
will add another significant page to the annals of history.

The capacity in which Senator GLENN will be operating on
the Discovery is representative of the way in which he had
lived the last three decades of his life, despite his global
fame—modestly and without great fanfare.

I am certain that he will perform his mission on Discovery
with the same diligence and sense of duty that he has shown
in serving his great State of Ohio in the U.S. Senate.

The world in 1998 is a lot different from that world of
1962, when JOHN GLENN was first catapulted into space.
Similarly, the space shuttle Discovery is about as close in de-
sign to the Friendship 7 rocket as an old Oliver typewriter—
I was trying to remember the name of an old typewriter I
had around the house when I was a boy—about as close in
design to the Friendship 7 rocket as an old Oliver typewriter
is to a home computer.

The one thing that shall remain constant in this most re-
cent launch is that the world will once again be watching,
gripping chairs, biting fingernails, and saying its prayers for
the Glenn family. For JOHN GLENN, and for all the crew
members of Discovery, and for Annie, that sweet little wife
of JOHN’s.
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It is hard to relate, to those Americans who were not yet
born in 1962, the thoughts and emotions of the world on
Tuesday, February 20, of that year.

Technology has become so advanced that flights into space
are routine.

Men and women are able to live for months at a time in
floating space stations.

America tends to take for granted the risks that our Na-
tion’s astronauts take to perform scientific experiments, care-
fully placing communications satellites into orbit, and repair-
ing important instruments of observation—all of which make
life on Earth much more enjoyable.

In 1962, the risks were greater and there were many un-
known factors that experience has now brought to light and
revealed and smoothed over.

Senator GLENN’s return to space brings that all back, and
reminds us of the tremendous changes wrought by Ameri-
cans within the career of one man.

So, this evening I take this opportunity to wish the best
of luck to JOHN GLENN and to Annie and to others of his
family.

I anxiously anticipate Discovery’s safe return to Earth, and
I extend my best wishes, and those of my wife Erma, to Sen-
ator GLENN and to Annie for many years of health and hap-
piness after he returns to Earth and leaves the Halls of the
Capitol behind.

Thank you, thank you, thank you, Senator GLENN.

FRIDAY, October 9, 1998.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, it is a time when Senators say
goodbye to Senators who are leaving, and I was privileged,
in 1974, to be elected with a very special class of Senators,
a very large class of Senators—nearly a dozen—who came to
this body. We developed personal friendships. Of that class,
there are only four left: The distinguished senior Senator
from Ohio, Mr. GLENN; the distinguished senior Senator
from Kentucky, Mr. Ford; the distinguished senior Senator
from Arkansas, Mr. Bumpers; and myself. Each of the other
three have announced their plans to retire this year. In some
ways I feel like the lonely person who is given the chore to
turn out the lights after everybody else leaves, because I will
be the last of the class of 1974.
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I am going to speak of each of them, but I wish to speak
now and to give tribute to a great statesman, a person who
is recognized as a true American hero and a very good friend
of mine, JOHN HERSHEL GLENN, Jr.

As I said, we both arrived in the Senate at the same time
in 1974. There was a big difference, however. I came here as
a 34-year-old unknown county prosecutor from rural Ver-
mont. JOHN GLENN arrived here as a living American legend.
We have served together now for 24 years and it is with the
fondest memories that I recollect his time here. I remember
the very first day I met him. The two of us had gone over
to see the legendary Jim Eastland, President pro tempore of
the Senate. That is probably the only time, then or since, I
have ever seen JOHN GLENN look at all nervous, was going
in to see Senator Eastland. Senator GLENN was nervous. I
was terrified. There is a big difference.

But JOHN GLENN will be remembered here in the Senate
as a man who advocated a role for Government in daily life,
but he never stopped trying to make Government more effi-
cient. He is one of our leading experts on science and tech-
nology. He has always been a tireless advocate for govern-
ment-sponsored scientific and health research. He brought
tremendous intellect and dedication to the task of preventing
the spread of weapons of mass destruction. I remember when
the United States and the Soviet Union were locked in a
wasteful nuclear arms race, JOHN GLENN was a voice of rea-
son and moderation.

He has used his seat on the Armed Services Committee to
advocate for our men and women in uniform, while at the
same time looking out for wasteful spending. I remember,
when I and others began to have doubts about the costly B–
2 bomber—$2 billion a plane—that I read papers and memos
about it. JOHN GLENN went out and flew it, then came back
and said its cost outweighed its benefits. I credit him for sav-
ing the taxpayers a lot of money.

He used his position in the Governmental Affairs Commit-
tee to expose waste in Government and to clean up the Na-
tion’s nuclear materials production plants.

In his conduct here in the Senate, JOHN has always been
nonpartisan, polite, accommodating, but always true to his
beliefs. His personality reminds me of Longfellow’s words, ‘‘A
tender heart; a will inflexible.’’

It is hard for us to think of JOHN GLENN before he was a
national hero, but not so long ago he was a smalltown boy
like many of us. He was born on July 18, 1921, in Cam-
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bridge, OH. He grew up in the tiny town of New Concord,
OH. But, like millions of Americans, his life was forever
changed by World War II.

Many of us know the details of what makes JOHN GLENN

a hero, but I want to repeat them for my colleagues. Shortly
after Pearl Harbor, he was commissioned in the Marines
Corps. He served as a fighter pilot in the South Pacific. He
stayed in the marines, and when the Korean war started,
JOHN GLENN requested combat duty. He ended up flying 149
combat missions in both wars. How good a pilot is our col-
league from Ohio? In the last 9 days of fighting in Korea, he
downed three Chinese MiG fighters in combat along the Yalu
River.

In July 1957, he set a speed record from Los Angeles to
New York, the first transcontinental flight to average super-
sonic speed.

An avid pilot to this day, JOHN has over 9,000 hours of
flight time in a variety of aircraft. To put that statistic in
perspective, to equal that mark you would have to fly 8
hours a day, every day of the year, for 3 years.

Probably the flight that I remember the best, the one I en-
joyed as much as any, was when JOHN GLENN and I flew to
the northeast kingdom of Vermont in a small float plane at
the height of glorious fall foliage. JOHN and Annie GLENN

were staying with Marcelle and I at our farm in Middlesex,
VT. JOHN had borrowed the plane from a friend of mine in
Vermont. We flew up and set down in one of those little Ver-
mont ponds with the fall foliage around it. There happened
to be a trapper’s convention there. Some of the people there
were calling him Colonel GLENN, not Senator GLENN. They
kind of put up with me being there, but he was the hero.

Of course I do remember also the look on JOHN and
Marcelle’s and Annie’s faces when we landed in Montpelier
Airport in a heavy crosswind. JOHN turned to me after he
taxied up and said, ‘‘You know, I have never been so fright-
ened landing anything in my life,’’ which almost stopped my
heart to hear him tell it. But when we got out of the plane,
JOHN was wearing—this is accurate now—a skunk-skin cap
which the trappers had given him.

He stepped out of the airplane with me shaking and quiv-
ering behind him. Annie turned to Marcelle and says,
‘‘Marcelle, I told you we never should have let those boys go
off by themselves.’’

We all know what happened in a far more dramatic time
when JOHN strapped himself into a tiny capsule on top a gi-
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gantic tube of volatile fuel on February 20, 1962. When he
landed 4 hours 55 minutes later, JOHN GLENN not only be-
came the first American to orbit the Earth, but he boosted
the psyche of our Nation in a way not seen equaled before
or since.

Cicero said a man of courage is also full of faith. It should
be said that JOHN GLENN is a man who puts all his faith in
God.

All his accomplishments here in the Senate, in the cockpit,
in the capsule, all pale before the one true constant in JOHN

GLENN’s life, and that is the love he shares with his beau-
tiful wife Annie. They are truly a couple for the ages and
role models for all of us. Married for 55 years, they have two
wonderful children, John David and Carolyn Ann, whom we
all know as Lyn.

When the space shuttle Discovery surges into space later
this month, the cabin will be cramped with the seven astro-
nauts aboard. But sitting with JOHN in spirit, as she has for
so many years, will be Annie. They are truly inseparable. No
matter how fast or far he travels, she is always with him.

Mr. President, later this month the eyes of the Nation and
the world will focus on Cape Canaveral, FL. We will watch
as a marvelous machine, built by Americans, flown by an
international crew, roars into the heavens in the name of
science, and on board will be our colleague from Ohio, a
great Senator, an expert pilot and extraordinary American
hero, my friend, JOHN GLENN. I intend to be there to cheer
him on.

Once again, as he has done in so many ways over the
years, JOHN GLENN will make us turn our eyes toward the
heavens, and like all who will be there, I will say, ‘‘God-
speed, JOHN GLENN, and thank you.’’

Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent that an article
from Roll Call about Senator GLENN be printed in the
Record.

There being no objection, the article was ordered to be
printed in the Record, as follows:

[From Roll Call, October 5, 1998]

GLENN COUNTS DOWN TO LAUNCH WITH COMPLETE SUPPORT FROM WIFE

AND COLLEAGUES—SENATOR SET TO REPEAT HISTORY

(By Ed Henry)

He’s survived 149 combat missions as a marine, orbited the Earth three
times at 17,544 miles per hour as an astronaut and endured 24 years of par-
tisan battles as a Senator.
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But JOHN GLENN says that one of the toughest missions of his life came
as a husband: convincing his wife, Annie, that it was a good idea for him
to be shot into space again at the end of this month.

‘‘Let’s say she was a little cool with this whole idea to begin with—that’s
the understatement,’’ GLENN said in an interview about the October 29
space mission. ‘‘She didn’t react too kindly when I first started talking about
this some time ago.’’

The 77-year-old Ohio Democrat said that while the couple’s two children
were not excited about the Discovery launch either, ‘‘Annie was the main
one to convince.’’

Slipping into the lingo of an old marine, GLENN noted that based on all
of the dangers he’s already faced, he could have gotten ‘‘bagged’’ long ago.

‘‘There were lots of times that things could have gone a little bit different
way, but they didn’t,’’ he said. ‘‘But I think all my life, I guess, you don’t
look back and think what might have been or where you might have gotten
bagged or whatever. You look forward. There are risks in everything you
do.’’

Senator Patrick Leahy (D–VT), one of the couple’s closest friends, said
Annie was ‘‘apprehensive’’ about the fact that her husband was heading into
space so close to his retirement from the Senate.

‘‘She had some reluctance because he was coming to a time in his life
when they were going to have more time together,’’ said Leahy. ‘‘They are
an extraordinarily close couple—they’re sort of the role model for all of us
in our own marriages.’’

Nobody underestimates the strength of Annie Glenn, who toughed her
way through her husband’s February 20, 1962, Mercury mission, when he
flirted with death in the 36-cubic-foot Friendship 7. She also had the guts
to stand up to then-Vice President Lyndon Johnson by refusing to let him
come into her home for a photo-op, out of fear for how her stutter would
look in front of Johnson and so many network TV correspondents.

She was sitting up in the House gallery on that day in 1962 when GLENN

jubilantly told a joint session of Congress, ‘‘I want you to meet my wife,
Annie * * *. Annie * * * the rock!’’

And GLENN was there for Annie, Leahy recalled, when she conquered her
stuttering problem 20 years ago. ‘‘We don’t think of them as JOHN or Annie,’’
he said. ‘‘We think of them as JOHNandAnnie—it’s just one word.’’

In finally deciding to hop aboard for this mission, Annie thought back to
a vow her husband had made on the day they wed 55 years ago.

‘‘One thing that she’s reminded me of is that on our wedding day, along
with the vows, one of the things I told her that day or that night sometime
was that I would pledge to her I would try to do everything I could to keep
life from ever being boring,’’ said the Senator.

Then he added with a laugh, ‘‘And she’s reminded me of that several
times in the past, and this time, too, that she’d just as soon have things be
a little bit more boring.’’

Since critics have said the upcoming 9-day mission is merely a joy ride,
GLENN has done his homework. With great specificity, he can recount how
the research about how a senior citizen is affected in space will do a great
deal for the 34 million seniors in America.

‘‘She gradually over a period of time became an enthusiast for this,’’ he
said. ‘‘She’s changed her view on this, as has my whole family, so she’s ex-
cited about it.’’
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Senator Dale Bumpers (D–AR) said he spoke to Annie last week and she
revealed that NASA will be providing a laptop so she can communicate with
her husband in space.

‘‘I said, ‘Annie, aren’t you apprehensive at all about this flight?’ ’’ recalled
Bumpers. ‘‘ ‘She said, ‘I’m never apprehensive about anything JOHN really
wants to do.’ ’’

Annie Glenn will not be the only person close to the Senator lending her
support at Cape Canaveral. A bipartisan delegation of Senators will be
heading down to Florida on an official CODEL authorized by Majority Lead-
er Trent Lott (R–MS) and Minority Leader Tom Daschle (D–SD).

Daschle plans to be there for the launch, even though he faces reelection
back in South Dakota less than a week later. Because Lott has a scheduling
conflict, he will be sending Senate Appropriations Chairman Ted Stevens
(R–AK)—who helped come up with the idea of a trip—to lead the Repub-
lican side.

‘‘Senators have a way of coming together when another is involved,’’ Lott
said in an interview.

The office of Senate Sergeant-at-Arms Greg Casey, who is organizing the
trip, does not have a complete list of Senators attending yet. The trip will
originate from Andrews Air Force Base on the morning of the launch.

‘‘We have a lot of interest from Senators,’’ said Secretary of the Senate
Gary Sisco, who will also attend.

GLENN said that while colleagues have not discussed the launch with him,
he’s heard whispers about it and feels gratified.

‘‘It’s a good feeling to know that there are going to be people there that
you have worked with all these years—that they think enough about it to
be down there,’’ he said.

Another person who was supposed to be at the Cape was Alan Shepard,
his onetime rival in the Mercury program, who recently died. GLENN admits
that Shepard’s death reminded him of his own mortality, but the Senator
insists he’s not worried about his safety.

‘‘I’ve always been very aware of my own mortality anyway,’’ said GLENN.
‘‘I got over that teenage immortality bit a long time ago.’’

GLENN suggested he is at peace with his decision. ‘‘I have a deep religious
faith and I have all my life,’’ he said. ‘‘I don’t believe in calling on your reli-
gion like a fire engine, you know, ‘Oh God, get me out of this mess I’ve got-
ten myself into and I’ll be so good even you won’t believe it.’’

He added, ‘‘But I think * * * we should all live so that if something like
that happens to us it won’t be a big shock. It’s a shock. It would be a shock,
of course. Nothing can be 100 percent safe. Everyone knows that. But I
think the safety record NASA has had through the manned space program
has been absolutely amazing.’’

Besides his combat missions in Korea and World War II, GLENN faced
danger in 1962.

‘‘Some of the ophthalmologists predicted your eyes might change shape,’’
he said. ‘‘It was serious enough that if you look at the Friendship 7 over
there in the Air and Space Museum now, up on top of the instrument panel
there’s still a little eye chart that I was to read every 20 minutes to see if
my eyes were changing.’’

When asked why he took such risks, without so much as a blink GLENN

responds, ‘‘I thought it was valuable for the country.’’
Colleagues say it is this modesty—as well as GLENN’s relationship with

his wife—that they will remember most.



[ 16 ]

‘‘He’s one of my favorite people in the whole world because he wears his
heroism with such extraordinary modesty,’’ said Senator Carl Levin (D–MI).

Senators like 51-year-old Tim Johnson (D–SD) seem awed by getting the
chance to serve with GLENN.

‘‘It’s like serving with a legend,’’ said Johnson. ‘‘The fact that I served
with JOHN GLENN is something I’ll tell my grandkids.’’

As a young Navy pilot, Senator John McCain (R–AZ) revered GLENN and
says the upcoming mission will remind everyone of that.

‘‘I know it will just affirm in people’s minds that we’re privileged to have
known a great American hero,’’ he said. ‘‘I am honored to be in his company.
I am serious. I am honored to be in his company.’’

Senator Richard Bryan (D–NV) said he will try to be in Florida, partially
because of a simple expression of love he saw when Bonnie Bryan and Annie
Glenn recently traveled together to Saudi Arabia. From across the globe,
Mrs. Glenn placed a phone call to her husband in the Senate cloakroom.

Bryan recalled, ‘‘He was very excited and came up to me and said, ‘I’ve
got Annie on the line, would you like to talk to Bonnie?’ JOHN and Annie
have this very special relationship—you can sense that.’’

Leahy recalled riding in the back seat one time as the Glenns kept teas-
ing and poking fun at one another in the front seat.

‘‘The two of them are like a pair of teenagers,’’ he said.
But a much sadder occasion reminded Leahy of his affection for the cou-

ple. When Leahy’s mother died last year, he found out that the Glenns had
been trying to lift her spirits during her illness.

‘‘One of the things I found on her bed stand was a handwritten note from
JOHN and Annie,’’ said Leahy. ‘‘They both had written a couple of para-
graphs in the letter. These are very special people.’’

For GLENN, his frequent trips to Houston for training seem to have been
a sort of fountain of youth.

Every time GLENN returns from Houston, said Senator Richard Lugar (R–
IN), he’s been updated about the status of the mission. ‘‘It’s wonderful to
see someone so engaged and lit up with enthusiasm,’’ he said.

It has also reminded GLENN about the differences between his two ca-
reers.

‘‘Here of course, the political lines are drawn and you have confrontation
and you have to put everything through a political sieve to know what’s real
and what isn’t in people’s minds,’’ he said.

‘‘Back when I was in the Mercury program or in the program down there
now, it’s such a pleasure to work in that program because everything is so
focused on one objective that everybody’s agreed on.’’

The similarities between the two jobs, he concluded, are limited.
‘‘Both fields take a lot of dedication to accomplish anything. That would

be a big similarity, dedication to country and dedication to what you’re
doing. But that’s about where the similarities end.’’

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, though the 105th Con-
gress will soon come to a close, and each of us will return
home to meet with constituents, or take fact finding trips
throughout the Nation or the world, one of our colleagues
has not only already left town, but is headed for a most un-
usual destination, that of outer space. I speak, of course, of
our friend, JOHN GLENN who is ending his career in the U.S.
Senate.
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Like most people, I first learned of JOHN GLENN in 1962
when he orbited the Earth, but when the people of Ohio
elected him to this body in 1974, I had the opportunity to
come to know him personally. In the subsequent years, we
worked closely together on a number of issues, especially
those related to national security as we served together on
the Senate Committee on the Armed Forces. Naturally, his
experiences as a Marine Corps officer gave Senator GLENN

valuable insight into defense matters and he played an im-
portant role on the Committee and in working to help pro-
vide for a military adequately capable of protecting the
United States.

The same qualities that made JOHN GLENN a successful
marine and astronaut, served him well here in the U.S. Sen-
ate. Without question, he is a determined man who has
earned our respect for his honor, ability, and dedication. His
desire to serve our Nation is an inspiration, and in keeping
with the highest traditions of public service. Without ques-
tion, he has set an excellent example for others to follow and
it is my hope that more people, from Ohio and throughout
the United States, will follow his lead and find a way to
make a difference in their communities and to our Nation.

Mr. President, the U.S. Senate will just not be quite the
same place without the presence of Senator JOHN GLENN.
We appreciate the many ways in which he has served so ad-
mirably and wish both he and his lovely wife Annie health,
happiness, and success in the years ahead.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, when the 105th Congress ad-
journs sine die in the next few days, the Senate will lose one
of our Nation’s true heroes, and one of my personal heroes,
Senator JOHN H. GLENN, Jr. of Ohio. I rise today to pay trib-
ute to this great American, a man I feel genuinely honored
to call my friend.

All of us old enough to remember JOHN GLENN’s flight into
orbit around the Earth on February 20, 1967 aboard Friend-
ship 7 stand in awe of his courage and strength of character.
But this enormous accomplishment followed on a distin-
guished record of heroism in battle as a marine officer and
pilot. He served his country in the Marine Corps for 23
years, including his heroic service in both World War II and
the Korean conflict. And, in turn, his remarkable accomplish-
ment in the history of space flight has been followed by an
extraordinary Senate career over the past 24 years, as the
only Ohio Senator in history to serve four consecutive terms.
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For the 20 years that I have been in the Senate, I have
served side by side with JOHN GLENN in both the Govern-
mental Affairs Committee which he chaired for many years
and now serves as ranking minority member and the Armed
Services Committee where he serves as the ranking minority
member of the Subcommittee on Airland Forces. More re-
cently, I have served with JOHN GLENN on the Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence. This has given me a front row
seat to watch one of the giants of the modern day U.S. Sen-
ate do the hard, grinding work of legislative accomplishment.

Over the years, JOHN GLENN has led the fight for effi-
ciency in government, for giving the American people more
bang for that tax ‘‘buck’’. He was the author of the Paper-
work Reduction Act. He has worked to streamline Federal
purchasing procedures, and led the fight to create independ-
ent inspectors general in Federal agencies. He was the point
man in the Senate for the Clinton Administration’s battle to
reduce the size of the Federal workforce to the lowest levels
since the Kennedy Administration. He and I have fought side
by side to block extreme efforts to gut regulatory safeguards
in the name of reform and for the passage of a sensible ap-
proach to regulatory reform to restore confidence in govern-
ment regulations. Throughout his career, JOHN GLENN has
made himself an enemy of wasteful spending and bureauc-
racy, yet a friend of the dedicated Federal worker.

JOHN GLENN has steadfastly served as a powerful advocate
for veterans. He led the effort to bring the Veterans Admin-
istration up to cabinet-level and to provide benefits to veter-
ans of the Persian Gulf conflict.

On the Armed Services Committee, JOHN GLENN has
brought his enormous credibility to bear time and again both
in that Committee and on the Intelligence Committee on the
side of needed programs and weapons and against wasteful
and unnecessary ones like the B–2 bomber.

Perhaps JOHN GLENN’s most important role, however, has
been as the author of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act and
as the Senate’s leader in fighting the proliferation of nuclear
weapons around the world. In this area, the Senate will sore-
ly miss his clear vision, eloquent voice and consistent leader-
ship.

Mr. President, JOHN GLENN, of course, has remained the
strongest and most effective voice in the Senate for the Na-
tion’s space program. Many of us will be on hand to watch
the launch of his second NASA mission later this month, 31
years after the first. At age 77, JOHN GLENN has volunteered
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to go back into space to test the effects of weightlessness on
the aging process, and once again inspires our Nation and
sets an example for us all—an example of courage, character,
sense of purpose, and, yes, adventure.

No person I’ve known or know of has worn his heroism
with greater humility. JOHN GLENN is, to use a Yiddish
word, a true mensch, a good and decent man.

JOHN GLENN and his beloved wife, Annie, are simply won-
derful people. They, their children and grandchildren are the
All-American family. My wife Barbara and I will keenly miss
JOHN and Annie GLENN as they leave the Senate family.

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise today to pay tribute
to a special colleague and a true American hero, JOHN

GLENN of Ohio.
During his distinguished career, Senator GLENN has used

his boundless energy and expertise to work for effective and
efficient government and world peace. He is one of our most
beloved national figures and a role model to people of all
ages and all backgrounds from all over the world.

I was a teenager when the Nation watched in awe as JOHN

GLENN became the first American to orbit the Earth. I never
would have guessed during those spectacular early days of
the space program that someday I would have an office next
to his in the U.S. Senate. It has been my great privilege to
serve with him and to know him as both a friend and a col-
league.

Today, he is at Cape Canaveral preparing to visit space
again. I know my colleagues share in my admiration and
pride for Senator GLENN as he boldly goes once more into
space. I wish him an exciting journey, a safe return and won-
derful retirement.

SATURDAY, October 10, 1998.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I rise today to bid
farewell to an American hero, a great Senator and a wonder-
ful friend—Senator JOHN GLENN. Senator GLENN is retiring
after serving the people of Ohio for four terms.

But his service to our country did not begin in the Senate,
nor will it end here. Senator GLENN served in the Marine
Corps during World War II and fought in combat in the
South Pacific. He also fought with valor in the Korean con-
flict and ended up flying 149 missions in both wars. He has
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received numerous honors including six Distinguished Flying
Cross and the Air Medal with 18 clusters.

He later became a test pilot and set a transcontinental
speed record in 1957 for this first flight to average super-
sonic speed from Los Angeles to New York. In 1959, he was
selected to be one of seven astronauts in the space program.
Three years later, he made history as the first American to
orbit the Earth, completing a 5 hour, three orbit flight.

His heroism inspired me and all of the American people.
He received the Space congressional Medal of Honor for his
service.

After 23 years in military service, he retired in 1965 and
went into the private sector. Despite his outstanding service
to his country, it was not enough for JOHN GLENN. He ran
for the Senate in 1974 and is now completing his 24th year.

Despite his fame, Senator GLENN was a workhorse, not a
showhorse in the Senate. He took on complicated issues like
nuclear proliferation, troop readiness, government ethics,
civil service reform and campaign finance reform. He did his
work with great diligence and thoroughness, with his eye on
accomplishment not partisanship.

If you add his 23 years of military service to his 24 years
of service to the people of Ohio, that is 47 years of dedication
to our Nation.

But even this is not enough for JOHN GLENN. On October
29th of this year, he will return to space on a shuttle mis-
sion. He will be the oldest person ever to travel in space but
even then his journey will not be over.

He will continue to represent the best of the American
spirit and be an informal Ambassador for scientific explo-
ration.

I wish him, his wife Annie, his children and grandchildren
the very best for the future.

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, five Senators will move on at
the closing of this session of the 105th Congress. And they
are Senators that have, with the exception of one, been here
ever since I joined this body back in 1989.

Dirk Kempthorne from Idaho was elected after I was. And
now after one term he has elected to go back to his home
State of Idaho.

It seems like it becomes more and more difficult, as time
goes by, to attract men and women to public service, and es-
pecially to public service when there are elections.

He brought a certain quality to this Senate. On his work
on the Environment and Public Works Committee, he was
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sensitive to the environment and all the public infrastruc-
ture that we enjoy across this country. It just seemed to fit,
because he had come here after being the mayor of Boise, ID.
And his very first objective was to tackle this business of un-
funded mandates. He took that issue on and provided the
leadership, and finally we passed a law that unfunded man-
dates must be adhered to whenever we tell local government,
State government that it is going to take some of your money
to comply with the laws as passed by the Federal Govern-
ment.

He, like me, had come out of local government. He knew
the stresses and the pains of city councilmen and mayors
and county commissioners every time they struggle with
their budget in order to provide the services for their people,
when it comes to schools and roads and public safety—all the
demands that we enjoy down to our neighborhoods.

We shall miss him in this body.
To my friend, JOHN GLENN of Ohio, who has already made

his mark in history that shall live forever, he has left his
tracks in this body. And not many know—and maybe not
even him—but I was a lowly corporal in the U.S. Marine
Corps when he was flying in the Marine Corps. So my mem-
ory of JOHN GLENN goes back more than 40 years to El Toro
Marine Corps Air Station in Santa Anna, CA.

As he goes into space again at the end of this month, we
wish him Godspeed. He gave this country pride as he lifted
off and became the first American to orbit the Earth. And he
carried with him all of the wishes of the American people.

To Dan Coats of Indiana, a classmate, we came to this
body together in 1989. Our routes were a little different, but
yet almost the same—he coming from the House of Rep-
resentatives and me coming from local government.

He is a living example of a person dedicated to public serv-
ice. But it never affected his solid core values. He has not
changed one iota since I first met him back in 1989.

The other principal is on the floor today. It is Wendell
Ford of Kentucky. I was fortunate to serve on two of the
most fascinating and hard-working committees in the U.S.
Senate with Senator Ford: the Commerce Committee and the
Energy Committee. Those committees, folks, touch every life
in America every day.

We flip on our lights at home or in our businesses. We pick
up the telephone, listen to our radio, watch our televisions,
move ourselves from point A to point B, no matter what the
mode—whether it is auto, train or plane. Yes, all of the great
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scientific advances this country has made, and research and
the improvement of everyday life and, yes, even our venture
into space comes under the auspices of the Commerce,
Science and Transportation Committee and the Energy Com-
mittee. Those two committees play such a major role in the
everyday workings of America.

Wendell Ford was one great champion and one of the true
principals in formulating policies that we enjoy today. He
played a major role in each and every one of them.

Again, it was my good fortune to work with Senator Bump-
ers on two committees: the Small Business Committee and
the Energy Committee. There is no one in this body that has
been more true to his deeply held beliefs than Senator
Bumpers. Our views did not always mesh—and that is true
with Senator Ford. It was their wisdom and the way they
dealt with their fellow Senators that we worked our way
through difficult issues and hard times with a sense of
humor. I always say if you come from Arkansas you have to
have a pretty good sense of humor. My roots go back to Mis-
souri; I know we had to develop humor very early. Nonethe-
less, it was the integrity and the honesty that allowed us to
settle our differences, even though we were 180 degrees off
plumb.

I think I have taken from them much more than I have
given back to them. This body has gained more than it can
repay. This Nation is a better Nation for all of them serving
in the U.S. Senate.

In our country we don’t say goodbye, we just say so long.
But we say so long to these Senators from our everyday ac-
tivities on the floor of the U.S. Senate. I am sure our trails
will cross many times in the future. Should they not, I will
be the most disappointed of all.

Mr. KEMPTHORNE. Mr. President, I appreciate you pre-
siding as you do in such a class fashion. I would like to make
a few comments here. I have been touched and impressed by
the fact of colleagues coming to the floor and paying tribute
to those Members who are departing. I have listened be-
cause, as one of those Members who are departing, I know
personally how much it means to hear those kind comments
that are made.

Senator Ford, who just spoke, is leaving after a very illus-
trious career. I remember when the Republican Party took
over the majority 4 years ago and I was new to the position
of Presiding Officer, it was not unusual for Wendell Ford,
who knows many of the ropes around here, to come and pull
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me aside and give me a few of the tips of how I could be ef-
fective as a Presiding Officer. I think probably one of the
highest tributes you can pay to an individual is the fact that
you see their family and the success they have had. I remem-
ber when Wendell Ford’s grandson, Clay, was a page here.
I think Clay is probably one of the greatest tributes paid to
a grandfather.

Dale Bumpers, often mentioned here on the floor about his
great sense of humor, is an outstanding gentlemen. He is
someone whom I remember before I ever became involved in
politics. I watched him as a Governor of Arkansas and
thought, there is a man who has great integrity, someone
you can look up to. And then to have the opportunity to
serve with him has been a great honor.

JOHN GLENN. Whenever any of the astronauts—the origi-
nal seven—would blast off into space, my mother would get
all the boys up so we could watch them. I remember when
JOHN GLENN blasted off into space. Again, the idea that
somehow a kid would end up here and would serve with
JOHN GLENN is just something I never could dream of at the
time. In fact, JOHN GLENN became a partner in our efforts
to stop unfunded Federal mandates. You could not ask for a
better partner.

Speaking of partners, he could not have a better partner
than Annie. I had the great joy of traveling with them ap-
proximately a year ago when we went to Asia. That is when
you get to know these people as couples. I remember that we
happened to be flying over an ocean when it was the Marine
Corps’ birthday. On the airplane we had a cake and brought
it out, to the surprise of JOHN GLENN. But you could see the
emotion in his eyes. I know the Presiding Officer is a former
U.S. Marine, so he knows what we are talking about.

Dan Coats. There is no more genuine a person than Dan—
not only in the Senate but on the face of the Earth. He is
a man of great sincerity, a man who can articulate his posi-
tion so extremely well. He is a man who, when you look into
his eyes, you know he is listening to you and he is going to
do right by you and by the people of his State of Indiana,
and he has done right by the people of the United States. He
is a man who has great faith, a man to whom I think a num-
ber of us have looked for guidance.

When you look at the Senate through the eyes of a camera,
you see just one dimension. But on the floor of the Senate
we are just people. A lot of times we don’t get home to our
wives and kids and sometimes to the ball games or back-to-
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school nights. There are times when some of the issues don’t
go as we would like, and it gets tough. At these times, we
hurt. There are people like Dan Coats to whom you can turn,
who has said, ‘‘Buddy, I have been there and I am with you
now.’’ So, again, he is an outstanding individual.

MONDAY, October 12, 1998.

Mr. FORD. Mr. President, as the 105th Congress comes to
a close, I want to take a moment to say thank you to my fel-
low colleagues who, like me, will be retiring this year.

I came to the Senate in 1974 with Senators GLENN and
Bumpers. It was a different time, when campaigns were still
won by going door to door, when the Senate itself was much
more open to compromise and bipartisanship.

Despite the changes in the Senate, Senator Bumpers has
continued to be a voice for his State, never giving up the
fight for something in which he believed. And when the Sen-
ate itself began to listen, they began to respond. In fact, after
fighting 19 years to reform the National Parks concessions
operations, he finally won approval of the legislation on last
Thursday.

And while it’s true the Senate long ago lost its reputation
as a place of eloquent debate, my colleague from Arkansas
has proven time and again the power of words with his skill-
ful oratory, whether the issue was arms control, education or
balancing the budget. In all my years here in Washington,
I was never so moved as I was by a speech he gave on pre-
serving the Manassas, VA, Civil War Battlefield. He not only
changed votes, but he reminded his colleagues and the Amer-
ican people that our greatest strength lies in our ability to
give voice to our beliefs and to our constituent’s concerns.

Like Mark Twain who came into this world with Halley’s
comet and left this world with the return, Senator GLENN

came into the public eye with his historic orbit around the
Earth and he will close out his public career with another
historic flight into space. In between, he’s demonstrated over
and over that he’s truly made of the ‘‘right stuff.’’

As the ‘‘Almanac of American Politics’’ wrote, he is ‘‘the
embodiment of the small town virtues of family, God-fearing
religion, duty, patriotism and hard work * * *’’. And over
the years, he has brought the same fight and determination
that made him a brilliant fighter pilot to his efforts to ex-
pand educational opportunities, increase funding for sci-
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entific research, to clean up nuclear waste sites, promote
civil rights and to make our government more efficient.

Despite their long list of contributions in the Senate, per-
haps their greatest contributions to this Nation are still to
come. Senator Bumpers has talked about going back to Ar-
kansas to teach and Senator GLENN has said once he gets
back down to Earth, he’ll work to steer young people toward
public service. I can’t think of a greater honor than to say
I’ve served alongside these two men and shared their vision
of a better America.

I also want to thank my two retiring colleagues on the
other side of the aisle. We may not have always agreed on
which road to take, but I believe we always shared a deep
commitment to our country and its betterment. Whether you
agree or not with Senator Coats’ position on the issues, ev-
eryone in this Chamber will agree he’s willing to roll up his
sleeves and do the hard work necessary to accomplish his
goals. He’s brought the same tenacity to the Senate that
found him at 3 percent in the polls when he began his first
congressional bid and had him winning by 58 percent on
election day. He got that win the old-fashioned way, organiz-
ing block by block and pressing his case one-on-one.

Senator Kempthorne has only been a part of this institu-
tion for just one term, but he has already proven that he can
work with his colleagues to pass laws, like the unfunded
mandates bill, in a place where it’s often easier to move
mountains than a piece of legislation. The Safe Drinking
Water Act of 1996 was a perfect example of his ability to
bring together scientists, activists on both sides of the issue,
and public health experts to craft legislation that each one
had a stake in seeing succeed. So while he may have spent
just a short while in these halls, he demonstrated that it is
only through compromise that we can achieve solutions in
the best interest of the Nation.

So Mr. President, let me tell my fellow retirees what a
privilege it has been to serve with you over the years and
how grateful I am for your commitment to public service and
the American people.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I would like to pay tribute
on my behalf, and on behalf of the people of New Mexico, to
a true American patriot, Senator JOHN GLENN. It has indeed
been a privilege to serve in this Chamber for 24 years with
a man of such honor and distinction.

Although I only served with Senator GLENN on the Senate
Governmental Affairs Committee for a brief time, I have
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been able to witness firsthand JOHN GLENN’s legendary fair-
ness and leadership. I doubt there has ever been a Senator
who could match his dogged determination. He worked tire-
lessly for many years to cut government waste and improve
the efficiency of government, and I applaud his efforts.

Since his arrival in 1974, JOHN GLENN has championed
the cause of space exploration and research, an area of par-
ticular interest and importance to my home State of New
Mexico. He has long understood, and I strongly concur with
him, that the United States has a unique opportunity and
obligation to the pursuit of knowledge and exploration of the
heavens. Thanks to Senator GLENN’s continuing sense of
duty and service to his country, we will expand our under-
standing of space and its effects on the human body.

The success of our space program has enabled our children
to dream of different worlds, our scientists to explore the na-
ture of matter and the origins of time, and us to be able to
look up into the night sky and to understand what we see.
JOHN GLENN played a crucial role in achieving this success.
His flight on Friendship 7 was one of the first indications of
the greatness of America’s space program. His flight on Dis-
covery will be a continuation of the greatness JOHN GLENN

helped established—and a confirmation of the contributions
senior Americans can, and do, make in our society.

JOHN GLENN’s life as a military hero, space pioneer, and
statesman is the stuff of legends. Although his time here in
the Senate draws to a close, he assures us that the legend
will grow when he takes off on the shuttle Discovery later
this month. It truly has been a pleasure to work with the
distinguished Senator from Ohio. Good luck, JOHN GLENN,
and God Bless.

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, on Saturday, I had a
chance to talk about our good friend, Dale Bumpers. I’d like
to take a few minutes to talk about four other friends who
will be leaving us at the end of this Congress.

Shortly after he left the White House, Calvin Coolidge was
called on to fill out a standard form. After filling in his name
and address, he came to a line marked ‘‘occupation.’’ He
wrote ‘‘retired.’’ When he came to the next line, labeled ‘‘re-
marks,’’ he wrote ‘‘Glad of it.’’ I suspect that our colleagues
who are retiring at the end of this Congress are also ‘‘glad
of it’’—at least in some small measure. But, in addition to re-
lief, I hope they also feel a sense of pride—both for what
they have accomplished here, and the dignity with which
they have served.
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In a short time here, Dirk Kempthorne has made all of our
lives a little better. Thanks in large part to him, the Safe
Drinking Water Act is now the law. Senator Kempthorne has
also reminded us of the importance of State and local in-
volvement in our decisions. We will all miss him.

I had the good fortune to travel with Senator Kempthorne
to the Far East. As most of our colleagues know, as we travel
we get to know one another even better. I know him and I
admire him and I wish him well in his life after the Senate.
I also applaud him for the nature with which he has contin-
ued to work with all of us. He has a very conciliatory, very
thoughtful, a very civil way with which to deal with col-
leagues on issues. If we would all follow Dirk Kempthorne’s
example, in my view, we would be a lot better off in this
body. His manner, his leadership, his character, his person-
ality is one that we are going to miss greatly here in the U.S.
Senate.

We will also miss Dan Coats. With his thoughtful ap-
proach and uncompromising principles, Senator Coats has
followed his heart above all else. And, as a result of his sup-
port of the Family and Medical Leave Act, millions of Ameri-
cans are able to follow their hearts, too, and spend more
time with their families when they need them most.

When Senator Coats announced his retirement in 1996, he
said, ‘‘I want to leave (politics) when I am young enough to
contribute somewhere else * * * I want to leave when there
is still a chance to follow God’s leading to something new.’’
Wherever Senator Coats and Senator Kempthorne are led,
we wish them both the best. I am confident that they will
continue to contribute much to their country and to their fel-
low citizens.

And we will surely miss our own three departing Senators.
Dale Bumpers, Wendell Ford and JOHN GLENN are three

of the sturdiest pillars in this institution. They have much
in common. They came here—all three of them—in 1974. For
nearly a quarter-century, they have worked to restore Ameri-
cans’ faith in their government.

Their names have been called with the roll of every impor-
tant question of our time. And they have answered that call
with integrity and dignity.

They are sons of small town America who still believe in
the values they learned back in Charlestown, AR;
Owensboro, KY; and New Concord, OH. They are also mod-
est men.
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Perhaps because they had already accomplished so much
before they came to the Senate, they have never worried
about grabbing headlines here. Instead, they have been con-
tent to work quietly, but diligently—often with colleagues
from across the aisle—to solve problems as comprehensively
as they can. They have been willing to take on the ‘‘nuts and
bolts’’ work of the Senate—what JOHN GLENN once called
‘‘the grunt work’’ of making the Government run more effi-
ciently.

They were all elected to the Senate by wide margins, and
reelected by even wider margins. And they all would have
been reelected this year, I have no doubt, had they chosen
to run again.

What I will remember most about each of them, though,
is not how much they are like each other they are, but how
unlike anyone else they are. Each of them is an American
original.

As I said, I’ve already shared my thoughts about Dale
Bumpers. No Senator has ever had more courage than Dale
Bumpers.

And no Senate leader has ever had the benefit of a better
teacher than Wendell Ford.

No leader has ever enjoyed such a loyal partnership as I
have. No leader has ever had a better friend and counselor.

For the past 4 years, Senator Ford has been my right hand
and much more. He is as skilled a political mind, and as
warm a human being, as this Senate has ever known.

Carved inside the drawer of the desk in which Wendell sits
is the name of another Kentucky Senator, ‘‘the Great
Compromisor,’’ Henry Clay. It is a fitting match.

Like Henry Clay, Wendell Ford believes that compromise
is honorable and necessary in a democracy. But he also un-
derstands that compromise is, as Clay said, ‘‘negotiated
hurt.’’

I suspect that is why he has always preferred to try to
work out disagreements behind the scenes. It allows both
sides to bend, and still keep their dignity.

In 1991, Wendell’s quiet, bipartisan style convinced a Sen-
ator from across the aisle, Mark Hatfield, to join him in
sponsoring the ‘‘Motor Voter’’ bill. Working together, they
convinced the Senate to pass that legislation. To this day, it
remains the most ambitious effort Congress has made since
the Voting Rights Act to open up the voting booth to more
Americans.
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Wendell Ford has served the Bluegrass State as a State
senator, Lieutenant Governor, Governor and U.S. Senator.
His love for his fellow Kentuckians is obvious, and it is recip-
rocated.

In his 1980 Senate race, Wendell Ford became the first op-
posed candidate in Kentucky history to carry all 120 coun-
ties. In 1992, he received the highest number of votes ever
cast for any candidate in his State.

Throughout his years in the Senate, Senator Ford has also
been a tenacious fighter for the people of Kentucky. He has
also been a leader on aviation issues, a determined foe of
government waste and duplication, a champion of campaign
finance reform, and—something we are especially grateful
for on this side of the aisle—a tireless leader for the Demo-
cratic Party.

He chaired the Democratic Senate Campaign Committee
for three Congresses, from 1976 through 1982. And, in 1990,
Democratic Senators elected him unanimously to be our
party whip, our second-in-command, in the Senate—a posi-
tion he still holds today.

We will miss his raspy and unmistakable voice, his good
humor and wise counsel.

Finally, there is JOHN GLENN. What can one say about
JOHN GLENN that has not already been said?

In all these 24 years, as hard as he tried to blend in with
the rest of us, as hard as he tried to be just a colleague
among colleagues, it never quite worked, did it?

I used to think that maybe I was the only one here who
still felt awed in his presence. Two years ago, on a flight
from China with JOHN and a handful of other Senators and
our spouses, I learned that wasn’t so.

During the flight, we were able to persuade JOHN to recol-
lect that incredible mission aboard Friendship 7, when he be-
came the first American to orbit the Earth. He told us about
losing all radio communication during reentry, about having
to guide his spacecraft manually during the most critical
point in reentry, about seeing pieces of his fiberglass heat
panel bursting into flames and flying off his space capsule,
knowing that at any moment, he could be incinerated.

We all huddled around him with our eyes wide open. No
one moved. No one said a word.

Listening to him, I felt the same awe I had felt when I was
14 years old, sitting in a classroom in Aberdeen, SD, watch-
ing TV accounts of that flight. Then I looked around me, and
realized everyone else there was feeling the same thing.



[ 30 ]

I saw that same sense of awe in other Senators’ faces in
June, when we had a dinner for JOHN at the National Air
and Space Museum. Before dinner, we were invited to have
our photographs taken with JOHN in front of the Friendship
7 capsule. I don’t think I’ve ever seen so many Senators
waiting so patiently for anything as we did for that one pic-
ture.

A lot of people tend to think of two JOHN GLENNs: Colonel
JOHN GLENN, the astronaut-hero; and Senator JOHN GLENN.
The truth is, there is only JOHN GLENN—the patriot.

Love for his country is what sent JOHN into space. It’s
what brought him to Washington, and compelled him to
work so diligently all these years in the Senate.

People who have been there say you see the world dif-
ferently from space. You see the ‘‘big picture.’’ You see how
small and interconnected our planet is.

Perhaps it’s because he came to the Senate with that per-
spective that JOHN has fought so hard against nuclear pro-
liferation and other weapons of mass destruction.

Maybe because he’d had enough glamour and tickertape
parades by the time he came here, JOHN chose to immerse
himself in some decidedly unglamorous causes.

He immersed himself in the scientific and the technical.
He looked at government with the eyes of an engineer, and
tried to imagine ways it could work better and more effi-
ciently.

As early as 1978, he called for Congress to live by the
same workplace rules it sets for everyone else. More recently,
he spearheaded the overhaul of the Federal Government pro-
curement system, enabling the Government to buy products
faster, and save money at the same time.

In 1974, the year he was elected to the Senate, JOHN

GLENN carried all 88 counties in Ohio. In 1980, he was re-
elected with the largest margin in his State’s history. The
last time he ran, in 1992, he became the first Ohio Senator
ever to win four terms.

As I said, I’m sure he would have been reelected had he
chosen to run again. But, as we all know, he has other plans.

For 36 years, JOHN GLENN has wanted to go back into
space. On October 29, he will finally get his chance. At 77
years old, he will become the oldest human being ever to
orbit the Earth—by 16 years.

Many of us will be in Houston to see JOHN and his Discov-
ery crew mates blast off. If history is any indication, I sus-
pect we will be wide-eyed once again.
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In closing, let me say, Godspeed, JOHN GLENN and Dale
Bumpers, Wendell Ford, Dirk Kempthorne and Dan Coats.
You have served this Senate well. You are all ‘‘Senators’ Sen-
ators,’’ and we will miss you dearly.

TUESDAY, October 13, 1998.

Mr. DeWINE. Mr. President, as my colleagues well know,
my distinguished colleague from Ohio, JOHN GLENN, is bus-
ily preparing for his extraordinary and inspirational return
to space. As our best wishes are with him and his wife Annie
as they begin the next chapter in their wonderful lives, I
would like to take a moment to read a fine tribute to Senator
GLENN by those who also dedicated their lives to public serv-
ice—as members of JOHN GLENN’s staff. I am honored to
read the following letter addressed to him:

October 9, 1998.

The Hon. JOHN GLENN,
U.S. Senator, Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR: As your four terms in the U.S. Senate come to a close and
as you prepare to return to space for the first time since your historic 1962
orbital flight, those who have had the honor and the privilege to serve as
members of your Senate staff would like to express our gratitude to you.

Although there have been many staff changes over the years, you have
allowed us to pursue extraordinary careers in government and experience
opportunities that few can ever know. Some of us have been on your staff
since 1975 and many more have served well beyond the average tenure. Be-
yond our professional careers, you and Annie have made us feel welcome.
You generously shared your time with us as our families and children have
grown. Your commitment to family is evident in your 55 years of marriage
to Annie and that example must have contributed to the eight office mar-
riages in which both spouses first met as staff members.

We have always been proud to assist a public servant who is held in such
high regard. We witnessed that admiration and respect firsthand as we ac-
companied you in your travels throughout the country and around the world
and when we see the many people who come to your offices to conduct busi-
ness.

Your patriotic service in war and peace, in space and in the Senate is an
inspiration to us. While you remind us that there may be no cure for the
common birthday, you have proven time and again that with determination
and hard work dreams do come true.

Thank you for helping our dreams come true, too. Godspeed JOHN GLENN.

Mary Jane Veno, 1975; Christine S. McCreary, 1975; Patricia J.
Buckheit, 1975; Ernestine J. Hunter, 1975; Barbara Perry, 1975;
Diane Lifsey, 1975; Kathy Connolly, 1975; Linda K. Dillon, 1977; Dale
Butland, 1980; Peggy McCauley, 1980.
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Ron Grimes, 1984; Kathleen Long, 1984; Don Mitchell, 1984; Michael
Slater, 1985; Rosemary Matthews, 1985; Peter McAlister, 1987; Jack
Sparks, 1989; Micole C. Dauray, 1989; Shannon L. Watson, 1989;
Tonya McKirgan, 1990.

Suzanne McKenna, 1990; Sebastian O’Kelly, 1990; Vicki Butland, 1991;
Nathan Coffman, 1992; Holly Koerber, 1993; Mike Entinghe, 1993;
Vickie Eckard, 1993; Bryce Level, 1993; J.P. Stevens, 1994.

Kevin Cooper, 1995; Alberta Easter, 1995; Holly Kinnamon, 1996; Jan
Papez, 1995; Ayris Price, 1996; David McCain, 1997; Yolanda Brock,
1997; Jill Jacobs, 1997; Dan Emerine, 1997.

Marc Saint Louis, 1997; Coleen Mason, 1997; Rochelle Sturtevant, 1997;
Elizabeth Stein, 1997; John Hoctor, 1997; Rob Mosher, 1997; Mary
Goldberg, 1998; Maggie Diaz, 1998; Christopher Davis, 1998.

Mr. President, all of us share the sentiments expressed in
this heart-warming tribute. It is a reminder of how fortunate
we are to have the opportunity to work with dedicated staff
who share our pride in representing our fellow citizens in the
U.S. Senate.

WEDNESDAY, October 14, 1998.

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, today I want to take this
opportunity to thank Senator JOHN GLENN for his long and
distinguished service in the U.S. Senate. He has served this
body with great dignity, and with an unparalleled commit-
ment to our country.

Of course, Senator GLENN is known for a great deal more
than his Senate service, as the first man to orbit the Earth
and a hero in both World War II and the Korean war. But
his contributions here in the Senate, all by themselves, have
made for Senator GLENN the legacy of an American hero.

I worked with Senator GLENN in 1993 on an amendment
to the Clean Water Act, which was just one of his many ef-
forts to focus environmental protection efforts on the Great
Lakes region. The Great Lakes States owe a great debt to
Senator GLENN for his work in this area, which has included
chairing the Senate’s Great Lakes Task Force and helping to
get Great Lakes regional offices for the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency and the Fish and Wildlife Service.

As the chair and ranking member of the Senate Govern-
mental Affairs Committee, Senator GLENN has been fair-
minded and provided outstanding leadership on the commit-
tee, in particular during the recent hearings into campaign
finance violations. During those hearings, Senator GLENN

showed his keen understanding of the flaws in the current
system and his commitment to its reform. As someone who
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cares deeply about campaign finance issues, I was grateful
for his leadership.

Senator GLENN has also worked tirelessly on nuclear pro-
liferation issues, and been a valued member of the Armed
Services Committee, the Select Committee on Intelligence,
and the Special Committee on Aging.

Now Senator GLENN is moving on to his newest challenge,
and, as usual, making history. At the age of 77, he will again
launch into space, this time for a 9-day ride on the shuttle
Discovery. Most of us would be content being the first man
to orbit the Earth, flying 149 combat missions, and breaking
a transcontinental flight speed record in a Navy jet. But then
JOHN GLENN has more determination, more talent and more
courage than most of us can imagine. He must know that he
is not just respected and famous, he must know that he
holds a special place in the hearts of his fellow Americans
and in American culture, yet there is no humbler man in the
Senate. We admire him for that, we thank him for his dedi-
cated service to the U.S. Senate, to the people of Ohio and
to America. We wish him every success on his next mission,
and wish him all the best in his retirement.

WEDNESDAY, October 21, 1998.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, in this last day of the 105th
Congress, I think it is appropriate that we take a little more
time to express our appreciation and our admiration for our
retiring Senators. I look down the list: Senator Bumpers of
Arkansas; Senator Coats of Indiana; Senator Ford, the
Democratic whip, of Kentucky; Senator GLENN, who will
soon be taking another historic flight into space; and Senator
Kempthorne, who I believe is also going to be taking flight
into a new position of leadership and honor. This is a distin-
guished group of men who have been outstanding Senators,
who have left their mark on this institution. I believe you
could say in each case they have left the Senate a better
place than it was when they came.

Have we had our disagreements along the way? Sure,
within parties and across party aisles. I have to take a mo-
ment to express my appreciation to each of these Senators.
I especially want to thank Senator Ford for his cooperation
in his position as whip. We worked together for a year and
a half as the whip on our respective side of the aisle and we
always had a very good relationship. Of course, I have al-
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ready expressed my very close relationship for Senator Coats
and for Senator Kempthorne.

To all of these Senators, I want to extend my fondest fare-
well.

As majority leader, I feel a responsibility to speak for all
of us in bidding an official farewell to our five colleagues who
are retiring this year.

It was 1974 when Dale Bumpers left the Governorship of
Arkansas to take the Senate seat that had long been held by
Senator Fulbright. There are several Senators in this Cham-
ber today who, in 1974, were still in high school.

Four terms in the Senate of the United States can be a
very long time—but that span of nearly a quarter-century
has not in the least diminished Senator Bumpers’ enthu-
siasm for his issues and energy in advancing them.

He has been a formidable debater, fighting for his causes
with a tenacity and vigor that deserves the title of Razor-
back.

It is a memorable experience to be on the receiving end of
his opposition—whether the subject was the space station or,
year after year, mining on public lands.

Arkansas and Mississippi are neighbors, sharing many of
the same problems. From personal experience, I know how
Senator Bumpers has been an assiduous and effective advo-
cate for his State and region.

No one expects retirement from the Senate to mean inac-
tivity for Senator Bumpers, whose convictions run too deep
to be set aside with his formal legislative duties.

All of us who know the sacrifices an entire family makes
when a spouse or parent is in the Congress can rejoice for
him, for Betty, and for their family, in the prospect of more
time together in a well earned future.

Senator Dan Coats and I have a bond in common which
most Members of the Senate do not share. We both began
our careers on Capitol Hill, not as Members, but as staffers.

I worked for the venerable William Colmer of Mississippi,
chairman of the House Rules Committee, who left office in
1972 at the age of 82. Senator Coats worked for Dan Quayle,
who came to Congress at the age of 27.

Despite the differences in our situations back then, we
both learned the congressional ropes from the bottom up.

Which may be why we both have such respect for the
twists and turns of the legislative process, not to mention an
attentive ear to the views and concerns of our constituents.
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Now and then, a Senator becomes nationally known for his
leadership on a major issue. Senator Coats has had several
such issues.

One was the constitutional amendment for a balanced
budget. Another was New Jersey’s garbage, and whether it
would be dumped along the banks of the Wabash.

The garbage issue is still unresolved, but on other matters,
his success has been the Nation’s profit.

He has championed the American family, improved Head
Start, kept child care free of government control, and helped
prevent a Federal takeover of health care.

His crusade to give low-income families school choice has
made him the most important education reformer since Hor-
ace Mann. His passionate defense of children before birth
has been, to use an overworked phrase, a profile in courage.

Senator Coats does have a secret vice. He is a baseball ad-
dict. On their honeymoon, he took Marcia to a Cubs game.
And when he was a Member of the House, he missed the
vote on flag-burning to keep a promise to his son to see the
Cubs in the playoffs.

To Dan, a commitment is a commitment. That is why he
is national president of Big Brothers. And why, a few years
ago, he kept a very important audience waiting for his arriv-
al at a meeting here on the Hill.

He had, en route, come across a homeless man, and spent
a half-hour urging him to come with him to the Gospel Res-
cue Mission.

Here in the Congress, we must always be in a hurry. But
Senator Coats and his wife, Marcia, have known what is
worth waiting for.

They have been a blessing to our Senate family, and they
will always remain a part of it.

Senator Wendell Ford stands twelfth in seniority in the
Senate, with the resignation of his predecessor, Senator
Marlow Cook, giving him a 6-day advantage over his depart-
ing colleague, Senator Bumpers.

He came to Washington with a full decade of hands-on
governmental experience in his native Kentucky. He had
been a State senator, Lieutenant Governor, and Governor.
With that background, he needed little time to make his
mark in the Senate.

In that regard, he reminds me of another Kentuckian who
make a lasting mark on the Senate.

Last month, I traveled to Ashland, the home of Henry
Clay, to receive a medallion named after the man once
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known as Harry of the West. Senator Ford was a prior recip-
ient of that award, and appropriately so.

Henry Clay was a shrewd legislator, a tough bargainer,
who did not suffer fools lightly. That description sounds fa-
miliar to anyone who has worked with Senator Ford.

He can be a remarkably effective partisan. I can attest to
that. There is a good reason why he has long been his party’s
second-in-command in the Senate.

At the same time, he has maintained a personal autonomy
that is the mark of a true Senator. He has been outspoken
about his wish that his party follow the more moderate path
to which he has long adhered.

Senator Ford’s influence has been enormous in areas like
energy policy and commerce. Contemporary politics may be
dependent upon quotable sound-bites and telegenic postur-
ing, but he has held to an older and, in my opinion, a higher
standard.

One of the least sought-after responsibilities in the Senate
is service on the Rules Committee.

It can be a real headache. But it is crucial to the stature
of the Senate. We all owe Senator Ford our personal grati-
tude for his long years of work on that Committee.

His decisions there would not always have been my deci-
sions; that is the nature of our system. But his work there
has set a standard for meticulousness and gravity.

All of us who treasure the traditions, the decorum, and the
comity of the Senate will miss him.

We wish him and Jean the happiness of finally being able
to set their own hours, enjoy their grandchildren, and never
again missing dinner at home because of a late-night session
on the Senate floor.

There are many ways to depart the Senate. Our colleague
from Ohio, Senator JOHN GLENN, will be leaving us in a
unique fashion, renewing the mission to space which he
helped to begin in 1962.

In the weeks ahead, he will probably be the focus of more
publicity, here and around the world, than the entire Senate
has been all year long.

It will be well deserved attention, and I know he accepts
it, not for himself, but for America’s space program.

For decades now, he has been, not only its champion, but
in a way, its embodiment.

That is understandable, but to a certain extent, unfair. For
his astronaut image tends to overshadow the accomplish-
ments of a long legislative career.
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In particular, his work on the Armed Services Committee,
the Commerce Committee, and our Special Committee on
Aging has been a more far-reaching achievement than orbit-
ing the Earth.

With the proper support and training, others might have
done that, but Senator GLENN’s accomplishments here in the
Senate are not so easily replicated.

This year’s hit film, ‘‘Saving Private Ryan,’’ has had a tre-
mendous impact on young audiences by bringing home to
them the sacrifice and the suffering of those who fought
America’s wars.

I think Senator GLENN has another lesson to teach them.
For the man who will soon blast off from Cape Canaveral,
as part of America’s peaceful conquest of space—is the same
marine who, more than a half century ago, saw combat in
World War II, and again in Korea.

His mission may have changed, but courage and idealism
endure.

In a few days, along with Annie and the rest of his family,
we will be cheering him again, as he again makes us proud
of our country, proud of our space program, and proud to call
him our friend and colleague.

Senator Dirk Kempthorne came to us from Idaho only 6
years ago. He now returns amid the nearly universal expec-
tation that he will be his State’s next Governor. It will be a
wise choice.

None of us are surprised by his enormous popularity back
home. We have come to know him, not just as a consummate
politician, but as a thoughtful, decent, and caring man.

This is a man who took the time to learn the names of the
men and women who work here in the Capitol and in the
Senate office buildings.

In fact, his staff allots extra time for him to get to the Sen-
ate floor to vote because they know he will stop and talk to
people on the way.

During the memorial ceremony in the Capitol Rotunda for
our two officers who lost their lives protecting this building,
Senator Kempthorne noticed that the son of one of the offi-
cers, overwhelmed by emotion, suddenly left the room.

Dirk followed him, and spent a half-hour alone with him,
away from the cameras. The public doesn’t see those things,
but that’s the kind of concern we expect from him.

His willingness to share credit gave us our Unfunded Man-
dates Act and Reauthorization of the Safe Drinking Water
Law. And his eye for detail and pride in his own home State
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led to the transformation of that long, sterile corridor be-
tween the Capitol and the Dirksen and Hart office buildings.

Now, as tourists ride the space-age mechanized subway,
they enjoy the display of State flags and seals that form a
patriotic parade. It delights the eye and lifts the spirit.

If you’ve ever visited Idaho, known its people, and seen its
scenic wonders, you don’t have to wonder why he’s leaving
us early.

You wonder, instead, why he ever left.
Years ago, he explained his future this way: That he would

know when it was time to leave the Senate when he stopped
asking ‘‘why’’ and started saying ‘‘because.’’

We’re going to miss him and Patricia, and no one needs to
ask ‘‘why.’’ Even so, we know the Governor will be a forceful
spokesman on the Hill for all the Governors.

They could not have a better representative. The Senate
could not have a better exemplar. We could not have a better
friend.

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I’ve been fortunate to be a
Member of the U.S. Senate for nearly 18 years, and I have
seen a lot of Members come and go. But I must admit that
I have never seen anyone make a more dramatic exit than
our colleague from Ohio. Then again, who in this Chamber
would expect anything less?

JOHN GLENN is a man who has served his Nation as a ma-
rine fighter pilot in World War II and Korea, flying a total
of 149 combat missions.

He has served as a test pilot in the first era of supersonic
jets—an occupation where attending a colleague’s funeral
was as common as a new speed record.

Then of course, JOHN GLENN became a part of our national
consciousness when he was chosen to be one of the seven
Mercury Astronauts. As much as any event since World War
II, his historic flight aboard Friendship 7 on February 20,
1962 united this Nation and made us believe that there are
no limits on what we as humans and as Americans can ac-
complish.

For the past 24 years, JOHN GLENN has served the people
of Ohio and this country as a U.S. Senator. He has per-
formed his duties with an uncommon grace and dignity. He
is a credit to this institution and I am proud to call him a
friend.

And now, on October 29th, in perhaps his last act as a
U.S. Senator, JOHN GLENN will return to the heavens aboard
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the space shuttle Discovery, becoming the oldest man to ever
travel in outer space.

It is very common in this body to feel emotions of deep ad-
miration and respect for one’s colleagues, but JOHN GLENN

is the rare Senator who inspires feelings of sheer awe.
I was trying to think of what would be an appropriate way

to pay tribute to my friend from Ohio, and to put into per-
spective how remarkable and inspiring is his impending voy-
age aboard Discovery. And I was reminded of the famous
farewell of another American hero to whom Senator GLENN

is linked historically.
I’m sure all of my colleagues remember Ted Williams—and

those of us from New England remember him quite fondly.
The Boston Red Sox left-fielder is considered by many to be
the greatest hitter who ever lived. The last man to ever hit
.400 and the winner of two Triple Crowns, Ted Williams’
ability to hit for both power and average has never been
matched.

One fact most people don’t know about Ted Williams is
that he served in the same squadron with JOHN GLENN dur-
ing the Korean war. Our friend from Ohio was the squadron
commander, and the Mr. Williams was his wing-man. People
talk about Ruth and Gehrig as the best one-two punch in
history, but JOHN GLENN and Ted Williams isn’t half bad.

As the story is told, when Ted Williams went to Korea, he
knew he would be going into combat. Therefore, he was
going to pick the best person to fly alongside him. He had
been told that JOHN GLENN was one of the best test pilots
in the world, so he sought out our colleague in the reception
center before shipping out. And while Ted Williams sought
out JOHN GLENN, in tapping Ted Williams to be his wing-
man, JOHN GLENN was saying that Williams was the best
and sharpest pilot he had in his squadron.

Ted Williams had many great moments on the baseball di-
amond, but no moment more perfectly encapsulates his ca-
reer than his last major league at-bat on September 28,
1960. And as JOHN GLENN prepares for his Discovery mis-
sion, I cannot help but be reminded of that crisp autumn
afternoon at Fenway Park.

The game was meaningless in the standings, with the Red
Sox limping to the end of their worst season in 27 years. But
the day was significant for it was the last time that Hub
fans would ever get a glimpse of Number Nine’s classic
swing. After going 0 for 2 with two fly outs and a walk, Ted
Williams came to the plate in the bottom of the eighth in-
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ning for what was sure to be his last at-bat. Writer John
Updike was at the game, and his accounts of that day are
considered scripture by baseball fans everywhere.

As Updike wrote: ‘‘Understand that we were a crowd of ra-
tional people. We knew that a home run cannot be produced
at will; the right pitch must be perfectly met and luck must
ride with the ball. Three innings before, we had seen a brave
effort fail. The air was soggy, the season was exhausted.
Nevertheless, there will always lurk, around the corner in a
pocket of our knowledge of the odds, an indefensible hope,
and this was one of the times, which you now and then find
in sports, when a density of expectation hangs in the air and
plucks an event out of the future.’’

As many of my colleagues already know, Ted Williams did
not disappoint. In his final swing, he hit a one-one pitch that
soared majestically through the air before disappearing into
the right-field bullpen.

As John Updike wrote, ‘‘Ted Williams’ last word had been
so exquisitely chosen, such a perfect fusion of expectation, in-
tention, and execution.’’ Well, I feel that Senator JOHN

GLENN’s final word has been just as exquisitely chosen.
Here is a man whose career of service to this country is

unparalleled. Taken separately, his service as a marine pilot,
as an astronaut, and as a Senator are extraordinary. Put to-
gether, they are mythic.

Thirty-six years ago, JOHN GLENN convinced a nation that
there are no limits to human potential. At the end of this
month, he will once more extend the envelope of human ac-
complishment. JOHN GLENN’s mission on the Discovery is his
home run in his last at bat. I only wish that they could find
a seat on the Discovery for John Updike.

Ted Williams’ last home run reminds me of JOHN GLENN,
not simply because it shows that both men know how to go
out in style. It does so because the emotions that were
stirred in this fabled at-bat are the very same emotions that
have made JOHN GLENN an American hero.

It is that feeling of indefensible hope, our desire to believe
in something that is bigger than ourselves. Simply put, it is
our belief in heroes.

Life will always be full of disappointment and tribulations.
But it helps us to conquer the everyday battles in our own
lives when we see someone whom we admire accomplish
great things. And we cheer for those persons, because in
them, we see the best in ourselves. By believing in them, we
believe in ourselves.



[ 41 ]

When you read John Updike’s description of the mood in
Fenway Park before that last at bat, it could just as easily
be a description of the mood in the Grandstands watching
Senator GLENN’s launch from Cape Canaveral later this
month, or in every American living room when JOHN GLENN

boarded Friendship 7 thirty-six years ago.
Reason insists that we be practical. That we accept our

limitations. Yet we hold out hope that we can achieve things
once unimaginable, that we can do better. And JOHN GLENN

has shown us time and again, as an astronaut, as a test
pilot, as a marine, and as a Senator that we can do better.

Surprisingly, the fact that JOHN GLENN and Ted Williams
served together in Korea remained largely a secret until 10
years ago, when Senator GLENN appeared at a reception to
honor Ted Williams on his 70th birthday. At the end of the
evening, Ted Williams, a man not known for lavishing praise
on others, spoke about his former commander. He said, and
I quote: ‘‘I was so happy and proud of the fact that I knew
him. JOHN GLENN is an extraordinarily talented, brave hero.
He’s a hell of a man. It’s just too bad that he’s a Democrat.’’

When Ted Williams is singing your praises, you must be
doing something right, and aside from his comments about
Senator GLENN’s politics, I couldn’t agree more with Mr. Wil-
liams’ statement.

What we seem to forget about Senator GLENN’s departure
is that, while he is going into space at the end of the month,
he is also coming back. I understand that he plans to set up
an institute at Ohio State to encourage young people to be-
come involved in politics and public service. In today’s cli-
mate, it may be harder to turn young people on to politics
than it was to put a man into orbit in 1962. But as a public
servant, I cannot imagine a better advocate for the profes-
sion of public service than JOHN GLENN. He reminds all of
us, young and old, that there is honor in service to others
and to your country.

While I am certain that he will keep busy, I hope that he
and Annie will have a chance to relax and enjoy his retire-
ment. They have certainly earned it.

So as I bid my friend farewell and good luck in his future
years, and in particular his mission, I will repeat those
words made famous by Scott Carpenter 37 years ago: ‘‘God-
speed, JOHN GLENN.’’

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, in 1962, a few weeks before
becoming the first American to orbit the Earth, JOHN GLENN

appeared on the cover of Life magazine under the header,
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‘‘Making of a Brave Man.’’ JOHN GLENN is indeed a brave
man, but to those of us who have served with him in the
U.S. Senate, he is much more. He is a skilled legislator, a
good friend, and an honorable and decent person.

For the generation who remembers JOHN GLENN’s historic
trip to space 36 years ago, his return this month abroad the
space shuttle is truly special. At that time, the United States
was in the midst of the cold war with the Soviet Union. The
Soviets could boast many achievements in space, including
the launching of the first satellite. It was a tense time, and
ours hopes as a nation were with JOHN GLENN and the U.S.
space program.

On February 20, 1962, America held it’s collective breath
as GLENN’s Friendship 7 capsule circled the Earth three
times. During this mission, JOHN GLENN showed us why he
was our hero. When a faulty signal erroneously warned that
the capsule’s heat shields might come loose, he remained
calm and cool, even as he watched fiery bits of spacecraft
flash past him during reeintry into the Earth’s atmosphere.
The entire country beamed with pride at this heroic accom-
plishment.

President Kennedy called space ‘‘a new ocean’’, and JOHN

GLENN will go down in history as one of it’s first and most
important explorers. His flight opened the door to future
missions, such as the Mercury program, Gemini program,
and eventually the Apollo program that put man on the
Moon.

In a few weeks, America will once again beam with pride
when JOHN GLENN lifts off from Kennedy Space Center
abroad the space shuttle Discovery. As opposed to his first
mission, which lasted 5 hours, this mission is scheduled to
last 9 days. During that time, Senator GLENN will partici-
pate in a number of experiments designed to find parallels
between the physical stress of space flight and the natural
aging process.

Scientists are hopeful of finding out why astronauts and
the elderly suffer from similar ailments, such as bone and
muscle loss, balance disorders and sleep disturbances. Un-
derstanding these physiological characteristics may open the
door to new and innovated treatments. I am sure Senator
GLENN is as excited about these potential breakthroughs as
he is about his return to space.

As a Senator, JOHN GLENN has been a wonderful advocate
on many important issues. Along with his hard work on
space, technology and science issues, Senator GLENN has also
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been a strong voice on the need for his country to increase
it’s investment in education. So many times, I have seen
Senator GLENN with school children in the Hart Senate Of-
fice Building, and I know that he inspires our next genera-
tion of leaders as he does us.

So as Senator GLENN leaves the Senate, I want to give him
my thanks for all that he has done for this country. Like all
Americans, my thoughts and prayers will be with him as he
makes history yet again. I wish him well on this and all his
future missions.

÷
ORDER FOR PRINTING OF INDIVIDUAL SENATE DOCUMENTS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent that
there be printed as individual Senate documents a compila-
tion of materials from the Congressional Record in tribute to
Senators Dan Coats of Indiana, Dirk Kempthorne of Idaho,
Dale Bumpers of Arkansas, Wendell Ford of Kentucky, and
JOHN GLENN of Ohio.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Craig). Without objection,
it is so ordered.

Mr. LOTT. These clearly are five great Senators who have
served their States and their country so well. And I am sure
they will continue to do so, albeit in a different arena. Of
course, I have said here, Dan Coats has been one of my clos-
est friends for the past 20 years. I will miss him here but
I will be with him in other areas.

And, of course, JOHN GLENN makes history once again fly-
ing off into space. And many Senators and their spouses will
be there to see that event.
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Proceedings in the House

FRIDAY, October 9, 1998.

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, my colleagues and I rise today to
pay tribute to an American and Ohio hero. More than 35
years ago, JOHN GLENN made history as the first American
to orbit the Earth. On October 29, he will once again make
history as the oldest man to travel into space. On behalf of
the people of Ohio and the country, along with the rest of the
members of the Ohio delegation, I would like to thank Sen-
ator GLENN for his dedicated service to our country and wish
him the best of luck on his upcoming mission.

JOHN HERSCHEL GLENN, Jr., is a true American hero. He
has served his country honorably in the Marine Corps, in the
U.S. Space Program and as a Member of the U.S. Senate. On
February 20, 1962, he became a national figure after becom-
ing the first American to orbit the Earth. Senator GLENN, a
native of Ohio, has represented the working families of Ohio
as their Senator since 1974. His upcoming shuttle mission
and retirement at the end of this Congress will punctuate
the end of a remarkable stretch of public service that will
leave an indelible mark on our society.

October 29, 1998, marks a triumphant day for our Nation
when Senator GLENN returns to space aboard the space
shuttle Discovery. Nearly 37 years after his initial trip into
space, he will again represent his country and our State as
a member of Discovery Mission STS–95. As he prepares for
his upcoming mission, the members of the Ohio delegation
wish to salute the Senator from Ohio. As he prepares for the
upcoming mission, we salute the Senator and native of New
Concord, OH. Godspeed, JOHN GLENN.

THURSDAY, October 15, 1998.

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to
a friend and fellow Ohioan, who will very soon be embarking
upon two great adventures. I am speaking, of course, of Sen-
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ator JOHN GLENN. In a few days, he will be returning to
space aboard the space shuttle Discovery. Shortly thereafter,
Senator GLENN will be ending his long and distinguished
service in the other body of this Congress.

Senator GLENN has served our country in an astonishing
number of ways. He fought in the Pacific in the Second
World War, and served in Korea. He has been awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross on six occasions, and holds the
Air Medal with 18 clusters. In 1959, he was chosen by NASA
as a Project Mercury astronaut. Three years later, on Feb-
ruary 20, 1962, he became the first American to orbit the
Earth.

In 1974, after a few years in the private sector, Senator
GLENN was elected to his current position as a U.S. Senator
from Ohio. During his 24 years of service in the Senate, he
has devoted enormous energy toward ensuring the security
of our country and people, and he has worked to build a re-
sponsible and responsive Federal Government. He is an ac-
knowledged expert and leader in nuclear non-proliferation ef-
forts, and has tirelessly worked to better the lot of working-
class families and to protect the environment.

Now, as Senator GLENN prepares for retirement, he has
agreed to serve our Nation yet again, returning to space in
order to add to the body of human knowledge. I am very
pleased and proud that Senator GLENN, a true legend and a
hero, will again be a very visible example to our Nation—an
example of service to our country and service to all human-
ity.

A new generation of Americans will watch the launch of
Discovery later this month, and hear from their parents and
grandparents the many stories of how JOHN GLENN served
his country. They will hear of his bravery in wartime, his
skill in the development and piloting of experimental air-
craft, and his calm handling of the exceeding dangerous,
ground breaking orbits aboard Friendship 7. They will also
hear that he spent 24 years as a Senator from Ohio, working
in innumerable ways to better our Nation. That he has set
this example for all Americans may be his most lasting con-
tribution. Who can judge the effect of such an example of
personal sacrifice upon the children of our country, and upon
all Americans?

For these years of service and untiring dedication, I would
like to thank Senator GLENN. And, on the occasion of his re-
turn to space, I congratulate him and wish him a fruitful
flight and a safe return. I will miss his leadership here in
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Congress, as will all Ohioans. However, I will always remem-
ber him as an example of what a true American should be.
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[From the Plain Dealer, February 21, 1997]

‘A GENUINE AMERICAN HERO’ SAYS HE’LL RETIRE; GLENN ANNOUNCEMENT

MADE ON ANNIVERSARY OF HISTORIC MISSION

(By Joe Hallett)

On the 35th anniversary of his historic space flight, Senator JOHN GLENN

returned home to complete another mission, announcing yesterday that he
would retire from the Senate when his fourth term ends in 1998.

Saying ‘‘there is still no cure for the common birthday,’’ GLENN cited his
age, 75, as the reason for his retirement. He acknowledged, however, that
he did not relish quitting the Senate. ‘‘Although my health remains excel-
lent, and my passion for the job burns as brightly as ever, another term in
the Senate would take me to the age of 83,’’ GLENN told an overflow crowd
in the quaint Brown Chapel at Muskingum College, where he and his wife,
Annie, graduated more than 50 years ago.

GLENN pledged to be ‘‘one of the hardest-working Senators in Washing-
ton’’ for the next 2 years and to spend his time afterward teaching and chal-
lenging young people.

His low-keyed, yet impassioned, 45-minute speech to a largely student au-
dience mixed remembrances from a remarkable career with a sermonette
about the danger to democracy posed by the ‘‘blemishes of apathy and cyni-
cism.’’

And it spun into motion the inevitable jockeying within the Democratic
Party to replace GLENN—a seemingly daunting prospect with popular Re-
publican Governor George V. Voinovich poised to seek his party’s Senate
nomination in 1998 and already sitting on $1.3 million for the race.

Former Cuyahoga County Commissioner Mary O. Boyle, on hand for
GLENN’s speech, and widely identified as an early front-runner for the
Democratic Senate nomination, held off announcing her candidacy, saying:
‘‘It’s JOHN GLENN’s day.’’

Republicans acknowledged as much, graciously bowing to Ohio’s senior
Senator by pocketing the harsh commentary that surely would have accom-
panied a re-election announcement and instead praising GLENN. Voinovich
called GLENN ‘‘a genuine American hero,’’ adding that ‘‘JOHN GLENN’s place
in our Nation’s history is secure.’’

President Clinton agreed. He issued a statement saying: ‘‘Senator GLENN

is a patriot and hero. His lifetime devotion to public service as a veteran,
an astronaut and a U.S. Senator has earned him the deep respect of all
Americans.’’

Clinton added, ‘‘I will sincerely miss Senator GLENN’s advice and leader-
ship on Capitol Hill. Ohio and the Nation owe him much thanks for his
dedication and spirit. ‘‘

Nowhere has GLENN secured a greater place in the hearts of his constitu-
ency than here, a town of just over 3,000 nestled in the hills 70 miles east
of Columbus. At the high school bearing his name, students know of his or-
bital flight only from their history books and parents’ teaching, yet they
readily express a personal connection.

‘‘A lot of people when they get famous forget where they came from, but
not him,’’ said Jeff Connell, a 17-year-old senior.

‘‘He’s not like a stereotypical celebrity,’’ said senior Traci Bates, 17. ‘‘I
think he comes back here because he likes to.’’
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English teacher Mary Ann DeVolld, 45, remembers when GLENN came to
the high school in 1984 to launch his failed bid for the presidency, saying
community pride in their hometown hero has never waned.

‘‘It’s an American dream story,’’ DeVolld said. ‘‘For a teacher, it’s inspiring
to be able to point to JOHN GLENN and tell your students that you can be
whoever you want to be.’’

Yet, even here, few argued with GLENN’s decision to retire.
‘‘After 75 years,’’ said tow truck operator John Smith, ‘‘let somebody

younger get in there with new ideas.’’
Said James Pohlman, a Columbus lawyer and long-time GLENN friend

who wiped away tears as he left Brown Chapel: ‘‘JOHN has served with
great distinction, but as he said it is time to close the door on a career.’’

The obvious personal affection that oozes from this community for its fa-
vorite son has not always translated into political support. While handily
defeating Republican Mike DeWine statewide in 1992, GLENN lost his over-
whelmingly Republican home county of Muskingum by 4,384 votes.

Aide Dale Butland said GLENN wrestled with the question of retirement,
deciding just ‘‘within the last few days’’ not to seek re-election. But once
made, there was no doubt about where and when GLENN would announce
his decision.

With 77-year-old Annie, his wife of 54 years, their son and daughter and
two grandchildren on hand, GLENN told the tale of his life, starting with De-
cember 7, 1941, the day Annie, his high school sweetheart, was to give an
organ recital in the very chapel where he stood. En route, GLENN heard on
the car radio that the Japanese had bombed Pearl Harbor—‘‘news that com-
pletely changed the direction of our lives.’’

A few days later, GLENN volunteered for the Marine Corps and eventually
flew 149 combat missions in World War II and Korea as a fighter pilot.
After a stint as a test pilot, he entered the space program, becoming the
first American to orbit the earth. Nary a day passes that he is not asked
about the historic 1962 mission, GLENN told the chapel audience, adding
that he has a ready answer to the question, ‘‘How did you feel?’’

Said GLENN: ‘‘I felt exactly how you would feel if you were getting ready
to launch and knew you were sitting on top of 2 million parts—all built by
the lowest bidder on a government contract!’’

GLENN is Ohio’s longest-serving elected U.S. Senator—Republican John
Sherman served 32 years in two stints from 1861–97, when the Ohio Gen-
eral Assembly appointed Senators—and said he was proud of his career. He
noted he had cast 8,894 Senate votes on behalf of Ohioans and cited his
work to diminish the threat of nuclear weapons and to make the Federal
Government more efficient.

But GLENN aimed the brunt of his speech at students, imploring them to
take responsibility for their lives, to reject the enemies of democracy—‘‘cyni-
cism, apathy, selfishness, hostility toward government, and incivility toward
one another.’’

GLENN told the students that people are happiest and most fulfilled when
they devote themselves ‘‘to something bigger and more profound than mere-
ly their own self-interest.’’
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[From the Columbus Dispatch, February 21, 1997]

AGE KEEPS GLENN FROM 1998 RUN

(By Alan Johnson)

In a place where his life changed and on the anniversary of the historic
day that launched his career, JOHN GLENN yesterday announced that he
won’t seek a fifth term in the U.S. Senate.

GLENN, 75, said his age—not his health, boredom, or the ‘‘poisonous at-
mosphere’’ of public life—prompted his decision.

‘‘Although my health remains excellent and my passion for the job burns
as brightly as ever, another term in the Senate would take me to the age
of 83,’’ GLENN said. ‘‘There is still no cure for the common birthday.’’ The
Senator started the day with a Washington, DC, ceremony marking the an-
niversary of the 1962 flight in which he became the first man to orbit Earth
as one of the original Mercury 7 astronauts.

Several hours later, at almost precisely the hour he splashed down 35
years ago, GLENN began his countdown to retirement by addressing a
packed audience in his hometown of New Concord.

Speaking to about 500 people—including family members, longtime
friends, politicians, and students—at Brown Chapel at Muskingum College,
GLENN said he will work during his retirement on educational programs
with young people nationwide ‘‘to teach and to challenge.’’

His decision to retire was disappointing to many political supporters of
the four-term Democrat but was welcomed by Tom Miller, a retired three-
star Marine General and GLENN’s friend of 55 years.

‘‘I’m delighted,’’ said Miller, who met GLENN in 1942 at flight training
school. ‘‘He’s served his country long enough.’’

The two men from small-town, disciplined families—one from Ohio, the
other from Texas—became fast friends and roommates, flying side by side
in the Pacific in World War II and later as test pilots.

GLENN went on to become an astronaut; Miller rose through the ranks
and retired as head of Marine aviation.

In 1962, Miller was a military aide to President Kennedy, assigned to the
GLENN family during the space shot.

‘‘I’ve been pounding on him even before the last term that he could be a
far more powerful spokesman to the youth of this country in another posi-
tion,’’ Miller said. ‘‘I think it’s been hard for him to be a good politician with
his kind of moral integrity.’’

GLENN chose Brown Chapel for his announcement because he was headed
there December 7, 1941, for an organ recital by his future wife, Annie Cas-
tor, when he heard over the car radio that the Japanese had attacked Pearl
Harbor, signaling the United States’ entry into the war.

The news prompted GLENN to postpone his marriage plans and enroll in
the Marines—a move that propelled him to a career in aviation and later
the space program.

During a Senate career dating from 1974, GLENN took a leadership role
in several legislative initiatives, including nuclear non-proliferation agree-
ments, the creation of inspector general watchdogs in Federal agencies, and
the cleanup of contaminated nuclear weapons sites in Ohio.

GLENN used his 45-minute speech to outline his strong feelings about an
apathy he feels has seized America and to urge young people to do some-
thing about it.
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‘‘Personally, I feel sorry for those who seem to measure their patriotism
by how often and how viciously they can criticize our government,’’ GLENN

said.
‘‘We didn’t win our world leadership by bemoaning our fate, by over-

emphasizing our shortcomings, by carping about what was bad—but by
building on what was good.

‘‘For me, politics is not and has never been a dirty word,’’ GLENN said.
‘‘For me, public service remains what people of religious faith refer to as a
‘calling.’ ’’

Democrats must now scramble to find a candidate to replace GLENN in the
1998 Senate race. Governor George V. Voinovich, a Republican, has an-
nounced his plans to seek the office.

‘‘There’s no way we’re going to replace JOHN GLENN,’’ said David J. Le-
land, chairman of the Ohio Democratic Party.

‘‘We’ve been fortunate to have him representing Ohio this long.’’
Among the pool of Democrats likely to seek the position, Mary O. Boyle’s

name is mentioned most often. The Cuyahoga County commissioner at-
tended GLENN’s announcement yesterday but refused to disclose her plans.

‘‘This is JOHN GLENN’s day,’’ Boyle said.
Voinovich issued a statement praising Ohio’s senior Senator as ‘‘a genuine

American hero.’’
‘‘His service began long before that historic flight into space 35 years ago

and continues to this day. JOHN GLENN’s place in our Nation’s history is se-
cure.’’

At the Washington event, GLENN commemorated the anniversary of his
orbital flight by announcing plans for a nationwide Space Day on May 22.

Speaking to students at the Challenger Learning Center at an inner-city
junior high school, GLENN said Space Day will allow schools and commu-
nities to celebrate achievements in science and math evolving from the
space program.

After hearing about GLENN’s decision, colleagues in Washington lauded
him.

GOP Senator Mike DeWine, who unsuccessfully challenged GLENN in
1992, said GLENN has put service to his country above all else.

‘‘From his military service in World War II and as a fighter pilot in Korea
to his historic spaceflight that galvanized the attention of the entire world,
JOHN GLENN is truly a modern American pioneer,’’ DeWine said. ‘‘His sense
of duty and honor to his State—and to his Nation—has continued in the
U.S. Senate, where his presence is legendary.’’

‘‘Every once in a great while, someone comes along who is an inspiration
for a generation,’’ Senate Minority Leader Tom Daschle said. ‘‘JOHN GLENN

has been an inspiration for two generations. He is a genuine American
hero.’’

Daschle, of South Dakota, said he was ‘‘disappointed but not surprised’’
by GLENN’s decision to retire. ‘‘The Senate will miss him, and I will miss
him personally,’’ he said.

White House press secretary Michael McCurry, who worked on GLENN’s
presidential campaign, called GLENN ‘‘a true patriot.’’

Paul Johnson, executive director of the Democratic Senatorial Campaign
Committee, said GLENN is taking a well-deserved rest after a distinguished
career as a war hero, an astronaut, and a Senator.

‘‘JOHN GLENN answered his country’s call,’’ Johnson said, ‘‘and we join the
Nation with our thanks.’’
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[From Roll Call, January 26, 1998]

SENIORITY BITES

MEMBERS WITH COLLECTIVE 437 YEARS OF SERVICE IN THE HOUSE AND SENATE

ARE LEAVING POLITICAL OFFICE, TAKING WITH THEM SOME COLORFUL MEMO-
RIES, MAJOR LEGISLATIVE ACHIEVEMENTS, AND POLITICAL LESSONS

(By Francesca Contiguglia)

When Representative Lee Hamilton (D–IN) first came to Congress in
1965, septuagenarian House Speaker John McCormack (D–MA) had trouble
remembering the freshman’s name.

All that changed on the eve of a Caucus vote for Speaker, when McCor-
mack called for Hamilton’s vote. Hamilton said he would not be supporting
the Speaker.

‘‘From that day on, McCormack remembered my name,’’ said Hamilton.
That’s just one of the dozens of lessons learned over the years by Hamil-

ton and the 17 other Members retiring at the end of this year. But even
after a collective 390 years of service, 437 including resigning Members,
some of these Members have regrets about not mastering those lessons
sooner.

‘‘I only wish I had known in 1975 what I know now,’’ said Senator Dale
Bumpers (D–AR), who is retiring after four terms in the Senate. ‘‘I would
have been a more effective Senator.’’

‘‘You must live through the battles and develop an institutional memory,’’
said Bumpers. He counsels newcomers to remember that ‘‘you only have so
many battles in you,’’ so pick them carefully.

Bumpers has picked plenty of battles, having been known as an un-
abashed liberal who is an adamant supporter of arms control. He once ac-
cused Reagan of not wanting ‘‘to spend money on anything that does not ex-
plode.’’ Bumpers, who is also known as a passionate orator, tells newcomers
to remember that the life of a legislator can be frustrating.

‘‘My goal from the time I was 12 years old was to come to Congress,’’ he
said.

‘‘But it’s not long till you realize you’re just one of the hundred,’’ a sober-
ing realization, he said.

Other Senate retirees include GLENN and Senators Wendell Ford (D–KY)
and Dan Coats (R–IN). ‘‘There’s never been three finer men serve in the
U.S. Senate than those three,’’ said Bumpers.

Although GLENN is a national hero, he has had his share of disappoint-
ments.

He dropped out of the 1984 presidential race after a surprisingly weak
showing.

He later was dragged through the mud during the Keating Five affair,
even though the Senate Ethics Committee cleared him of any wrongdoing.

‘‘One of the greatest miscarriages of justice was GLENN being brought into
the Keating Five hearings,’’ said Bumpers. ‘‘You couldn’t hold a gun on me
and make me think JOHN had done anything wrong, ever in his whole life.’’
GLENN’s clean-cut image was also scarred a bit by his role as ranking mem-
ber in the Senate Governmental Affairs campaign finance investigation last
year.

Republicans accused GLENN of being a defense attorney for the Clinton
administration and said he muffed a golden opportunity to make a biparti-
san case for reform on the eve of his retirement—a charge that GLENN vocif-
erously denied.
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Ford, who came to the Senate in 1974 along with Bumpers and GLENN,
has distinguished himself as a fierce defender of the institution both as
chairman of the Rules and Administration Committee and as Democratic
Whip for 7 years.

Known as a plain-spoken man from Kentucky, Ford has looked out for one
of his State’s top industries: tobacco. With an ever-present cigarette in his
mouth—either during congressional hearings or in the hallways of power—
Ford has made sure that Senate rules allow individuals to smoke on his side
of the Capitol.

Now 73, Ford is not slowing down. He gave a speech in September 1996
for a departing colleague, Senator James Exon (D–NE), and said, ‘‘I hope
you live to be 105 and I’m one of your pallbearers.’’ Coats has spent less
time in the Senate than his retiring colleagues, but he has made his mark
for being upbeat and humorous, making his staff ‘‘more like a family,’’ ac-
cording to his press secretary of 9 years, Tim Goeglein.

Goeglein recalled Coats’s first day in the Senate. The staff was unpacking
the office when a squirrel snuck in through an open window and ran about
wreaking havoc. Coats ran off a list of puns and jokes about having a small
rodent running around a Senate office.

One of Coats’s larger causes was the line-item veto, which passed in the
104th Congress. But he has also been devoted to family causes. Among
other things, he supported the Family Leave Act and sponsored a law allow-
ing parents to block dial-a-porn numbers.

Outside of politics, Coats is an enormous Chicago Cubs fan and has said
if he weren’t a Senator, he’d want to be the shortstop for the team. His wish
almost came true on his 50th birthday, when he was called from the stands
at Wrigley Field to throw out the first pitch, a surprise arranged by his
staff.

÷
[From the Atlanta Journal and Constitution, July 19, 1998]

SUNDAY PROFILE: JOHN GLENN; RETURN TO GLORY

THE ASTRONAUT-TURNED-SENATOR FROM OHIO TRAINS TO SOAR THROUGH

SPACE AND HISTORY AGAIN, TO PROVE THAT SENIOR CITIZENS CAN STILL

HAVE THE RIGHT STUFF

(By Scott Montgomery)

A carnival-sized crowd in blue suits and neckties abruptly pulled up
stakes at the end of the speech, and the carpeted warehouse in which NASA
keeps its biggest space training equipment ebbed into a hush. The departure
of the President can do that to a room, even one this big and industrial:
drain it of people so quickly it feels like the air has left, too. Spectators, se-
curity officers, television cameras with their clacking bird legs, all suddenly
gone. Out. But not everyone split with President Clinton after his tour of
the Johnson Space Center on this hot April afternoon. The seven bright
crew members of the space shuttle Discovery still kicked around on NASA’s
royal blue carpet, buzzing a bit from the VIP glow. With one exception. Pay-
load specialist JOHN GLENN was not high on the thrill of having been with
the President, something the Senator does now and then in his day job. In-
stead he gloried in something more precious: hanging out with his space
ship crew. Away from the glare, off camera, GLENN reveled in the camara-
derie of being JOHN rather than Senator GLENN, dribbling out M&Ms to all
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hands, swapping tastes of the space food that was sampled by Clinton. Bit-
ing a steaming fork of rehydrated shrimp cocktail offered by a crew mate
who declared it ‘‘the Cadillac of space food.’’ ‘‘Oh, this is great!’’ GLENN said,
mouth open, chewing, hot. ‘‘May have shrimp for breakfast, lunch, and din-
ner, I don’t know. I found out one thing in tasting it: Stir it up a little bit.
If you get down to the corner (of the plastic bag) where that horseradish is
concentrated, ohhhhhh!’’ America is waiting for JOHN GLENN’s return to
glory with the shuttle launch in October, but GLENN himself is not. For him
the glory is already back. He is tenacious yet patient in the pursuit of any
mission, and those traits have served him well. That’s why he broke the
coast-to-coast flight record in 1957. Why, in 1962, he became the first Amer-
ican in orbit. And that is why, come October 29, at 77 he’ll be the oldest
human to fly in space. The mission is already under way. It means endless
training on shuttle systems and poring over experiment manuals. It’s dan-
gling down the side of a life-sized shuttle trainer and mastering—at long
last since he’s been so slow warming to the new computers in his Senate
office—the high-powered laptops that run science experiments aboard the
shuttle. ‘‘I’m enjoying every minute of it,’’ GLENN said that day in Houston,
‘‘want to spend all the time here I can getting ready.’’ Believe that.

By the time Lieutenant Colonel GLENN rocketed through a clearing sky
above Cape Canaveral on that late February morning in 1962, he already
knew something about fame. Before the ticker tape parades and the presi-
dential medals, GLENN, a native son of small-town Ohio, had introduced his
face to America. He teamed with youngster Eddie Hodges, who went on to
a brief Broadway career, to win about $25,000 on the television game show
‘‘Name That Tune’’ in October 1957. A former glee club member and a life-
long devotee to a good barbershop quartet, GLENN made big money by quick-
ly recognizing such tunes as ‘‘Far Away Places.’’ ‘‘Some gal just walked up
to him * * *,’’ remembers GLENN’s longest, closest friend, retired Marine
Corps Lieutenant General Tom Miller, 75. ‘‘She didn’t recognize him or any-
thing, said, ‘How’d you like to be on a show?’ ’’ Recognize him? Yeah, GLENN

was famous even before that. Months before this CBS talent scout spotted
him shopping in New York, GLENN made headlines by setting an across-
country speed record flying the F8U jet at supersonic speeds from Los Ange-
les to New York.

GLENN made the trip faster than if he’d ridden a bullet fired from a .45-
caliber gun.

Anyone who saw him make that speed record his personal mission knew
GLENN would be a guy who didn’t just beat the odds, he’d wear them down.
‘‘He always starts from behind and winds up in the front ranks,’’ said re-
tired Admiral James Stockdale, who was in GLENN’s class at test pilot
school. Stockdale became famous as Ross Perot’s running mate in the presi-
dential election of 1992, but before his late-in-life political debut he was a
fighter pilot, Vietnam prisoner of war and Congressional Medal of Honor
winner. He tutored GLENN in physics and calculus at the test pilot school
in Patuxant River, MD, in early 1954 because GLENN had left college before
graduating to fly in World War II. In exchange, GLENN taught the Naval
Academy grad to fly jets. ‘‘He knew within himself that he had the capacity
to learn fast enough to keep up with almost any academic experience,’’
Stockdale said. By launch day in October, GLENN will have spent nearly 500
hours in training for the mission. He will know the essentials of living in
orbit from sleeping to using the bathroom (the toilet is vacuum sealed with
spring-loaded clamps that hold the astronaut in place). He’ll understand the
rudiments of the shuttle life support systems and radio operations, and he’s
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been put in charge of the flight’s still and video photography. When he’s
done GLENN still won’t be schooled in how to fly the shuttle, but he’ll qualify
for a job as a television news cameraman. ‘‘When the Senator’s down here
we try to keep him busy because we do have him for a limited period of time
and we want him to be as prepared with all the orbiter systems as we can,’’
said Curt Brown, GLENN’s shuttle flight commander. ‘‘Plus, he has a whole
suite of life science experiments that he has started.’’ He returns to Wash-
ington saddled with reading material. ‘‘Not only do we load him up,’’ ‘‘but
he loads himself up * * *,’’ said Steve Williams, training manager for
GLENN’s flight. Industriousness is not something GLENN developed for
NASA. Or the Marines for that matter. Growing up in New Concord, a pret-
ty Presbyterian town about 70 miles east of Columbus, GLENN got a car only
when he made a clunker on his dad’s Chevy lot run. That old Chevy was
a convertible. Its top had long ago rotted away, so GLENN drilled holes in
the floor to drain the rain, and has had ragtops ever since. Yes, even today.

And he only got money as a boy by harvesting and selling rhubarb from
the family garden. ‘‘I was the rhubarb king of New Concord,’’ he boasts.

Flying was something GLENN took to as soon as he could. Muskingum Col-
lege, right there in New Concord, offered flying lessons for physics credit.
The class was taught on a grass field 50 miles away, but that didn’t deter
GLENN. No surprise there, he just drove. A second chance. To this day,
GLENN insists the whole space shuttle thing began accidentally. He swears
he wasn’t fishing for a way back into the astronaut program, to get that sec-
ond space shot he was denied during Project Mercury. President John F.
Kennedy reportedly had decided GLENN was too popular to risk his life with
another rocket flight. GLENN was preparing for NASA’s budget hearings in
the summer of 1996. He stumbled across a medical chart that listed the
physiological reactions the human body has to prolonged weightlessness:
muscle atrophy and cardiovascular shifts, sleeplessness, and weakening of
the immune system. Brittling of the bones. Dozens of changes to the body
that astronauts endure in weightlessness before recovering fully soon after
returning to the gentle pull of Earth’s gravity. GLENN had a thought. He
snatched a medical book on geriatrics, and found another chart listing the
many painful effects of normal human aging. Muscle atrophy and cardio-
vascular shifts, sleeplessness, and weakening of the immune system.
Brittling of the bones. As a man in his 70’s, GLENN was becoming familiar
with some of these conditions, though he has been stalling them as best he
could with a diet of perpetual moderation and a devotion to brisk 2-mile
walks four or five times a week. NASA already was working with the Na-
tional Institute of Aging, a part of the National Institutes of Health, on
some of these same issues but experts there hadn’t yet proposed sending an
elderly person into space to see if an aged body would react differently than
younger astronaut bodies do. ‘‘I got into this thing and developed what I
thought was a rationale for somebody (in his age group) going,’’ GLENN said,
‘‘to look into these particular areas. And if I could do it, why, fine.’’ But
GLENN admits it wasn’t really that casual for him. What GLENN saw in
those medical books was a mission. Within months he was on the floor of
the Senate taking it to the public. ‘‘I wish I could have the very personal
attention of every person in this country who is 60 years of age or older,’’
GLENN said from the floor. ‘‘One thing that has happened in the look into
the life and biosciences in the NASA program has been that we find some
notable parallels between what happens to astronauts in space and what
happens to the elderly right here on Earth. ‘‘And if we can find what trig-
gers some of these similarities, perhaps we will have a whole new handle
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on approaching difficulties that people have right here on Earth.’’ Before
that, he’d gone to see NASA Administrator Dan Goldin, a President Bush-
appointee who found himself being asked to approve sending into space a
man born not many years after the Wright Brothers triumphed at Kitty
Hawk. But, of course, the issue was more than age because this was not just
any fit-as-a-fiddle grandfather. JOHN GLENN is a national icon, a cold war
and real war hero, the very personification of America’s pioneering work in
space. GLENN didn’t just ride America’s first space capsule into orbit, he de-
signed the instrument panel. It would be like bringing back Henry Ford to
race the Indianapolis 500. It was an opportunity of great poetry and great
danger. ‘‘The space frontier is unforgiving to error,’’ Goldin said. ‘‘It was a
very big decision that had to be made.’’ Nobody wants to be the guy whose
decision to send America’s JOHN GLENN back into space accidently kills him.
Goldin made a list of requirements to be met before he’d agree to the flight.
The science experiments would have to be legit, GLENN’s health would have
to be a certainty, the White House would have to stay out of the process,
and GLENN’s wife, Annie, would have to be consulted.

‘‘You know what she said to me? Goldin said of GLENN’s wife since 1943.
‘‘ ‘This is what JOHN wants to do. I’ve been with him for 55 years, I’m going
to support him.’ ’’ And all the while, GLENN just kept coming.

GLENN told his 52-year-old son David, a physician in California, about all
the medical tests he’d undergone and the younger GLENN concluded that
NASA had done everything but an autopsy. But GLENN was not content to
sit back and wait. He started calling Goldin. To check. How’s it going?
What’s cooking on my idea for a shuttle flight? Have you heard anything
new? Can I get you any more information? Active man. Not many things
make JOHN GLENN squirm. Nerves of steel are part of the legend, part of
the hero package. After all, he’s a fighter pilot who flew 149 combat mis-
sions in World War II and Korea and collected a host of medals in the proc-
ess despite losing a friend to anti-aircraft fire in his first combat mission.
GLENN has met with world leaders, and even made a hearty but failed at-
tempt to become one, losing his 1984 bid for President. He was in California
with Bobby Kennedy the night he was killed, and flew to Boston in the
morning to tell the Kennedy children. He’s faced difficult things, and that’s
not to say things don’t affect him, but he handles them. Whatever it is, he
deals. But something does unnerve GLENN, or at least take him out of his
stride, make him less sure-footed than his fighter pilot confidence would
like: the whole topic of his flight that doesn’t deal with the specific—the sci-
entific research, the procedures, the quantifiable. Goldin has been up-front
in saying that while defensible scientific research made the GLENN flight
possible, that’s not all that’s going on. Goldin says he wanted to give GLENN

the second space flight he didn’t get before, because such ‘‘inspiration is a
part of the American psyche.’’ GLENN might be flattered, but he’s not letting
on: ‘‘I’ve heard him say that * * * that it goes beyond (science). And I sup-
pose there’s that aspect to it, that someone going up at my age * * * wheth-
er it will be an inspiration, I don’t * * *. Define inspiration. ‘‘Will it make
me an inspiration to older people to be more active or will it affect younger
people’s view that the elderly are not people just to be put away in a bin?
You know, will there be that aspect to it? I suppose there will. But * * *.
We didn’t set out to design it to do that.’’ Some of GLENN’s reticence may
be to deflect the charges of critics who say his flight has little scientific
value and is instead a nostalgic adventure. John Pike, director of space pol-
icy for the Federation of American Scientists, doesn’t oppose GLENN’s return
to space, just the rationale being proffered. ‘‘The question you have to ask
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is, why are we doing this?’’ Pike said. ‘‘We’re doing it because it’s JOHN

GLENN, we’re not doing it because he’s a geezer.’’ GLENN, of course, bristles
at this idea, pointing out that the National Institute on Aging had a pair
of conferences to discuss his flight. ‘‘They brought in experts from all over
the country,’’ GLENN said. ‘‘They thought there was real merit to this thing.’’
‘‘Agreed,’’ says Pike. ‘‘The science is not ‘completely bogus,’ but neither is it
essential,’’ he said. The space program would benefit most from GLENN’s
flight if GLENN would embrace the cultural significance of a space hero re-
turning to orbit. ‘‘It’s not useful, it’s glorious,’’ Pike said. ‘‘I wish he would
get off this medical stuff and give us some pep talks.’’ GLENN will be in-
volved in two age-related experiments, as both a researcher and a guinea
pig. One will study what causes muscle weakening in space. The other will
look into sleep patterns by comparing GLENN and others in the crew. For
those two studies, GLENN will give blood 12 times in 9 days. Flight engineer
Scott Parazynski, who’s on his third shuttle mission, will insert a catheter
into GLENN’s arm so he’ll only be stuck with a needle four times. GLENN will
talk about the science all day. He can recount from memory the minute de-
tails of each shuttle procedure he must know, tossing in extra info like how
fast the ship will be traveling when he does this thing or that. He can talk
about the crew with him on this flight, effusively respectful of each one of
them. But he’s never been one to offer details from his heart. Even going
back to Project Mercury, America’s first space program. GLENN talked long-
est and soonest in those press conferences with the seven original astro-
nauts, but it was all about the work, not the feeling he got from the work.
Example: That first orbital flight concluded with a harrowing period during
re-entry into Earth’s atmosphere when everyone thought his heat shield
might have slipped loose, which would have meant instant incineration of
the capsule. America waited long minutes in one of the Nation’s first truly
unifying television moments to see if the shield was still attached and
GLENN was still alive. In retelling that moment, GLENN described his state
of mind in the capsule as ‘concerned.’ And that’s not today, looking back on
a tough moment 36 years ago, that’s back then. On the Navy destroyer that
picked him up. So now, faced with the cultural significance of his return to
space as an elderly man, the shameless romance of it, the grand potential
for it to inspire young and old * * * well, you heard him, that’s not part
of the mission. ‘‘I guess I leave it to other people to make observations about
whether they think that’s going to occur or not,’’ GLENN said. ‘‘If it’s going
to have that effect, and other people think it will have that effect, well fine,
maybe that’s a good, maybe that’s a good benefit from it.’’

Although the Glenns concede that the family was at first ‘‘cool’’ to the idea
of his return to space, everyone has since climbed aboard. GLENN has had
both his children and the two grandchildren out to Houston for a tour of
the simulators he’ll begin training in shortly. And Annie is with him for
most of his sessions at the space center. ‘‘I’m very lucky that I can learn
what’s going to affect him,’’ she said flatly. ‘‘And I can watch him in training
or attend classes. And he’s really so excited. So tickled.’’ But for the science,
he wants to make clear. The science. After every question about what it
means to him personally, GLENN swings back to the mission like a compass
finding true north. ‘‘I always wanted to go up again,’’ he’ll say, ‘‘but that’s
sort of beside the point.’’ Until finally, in his Washington office with the
Senate computer behind him cued to the shuttle Discovery’s Web page, he
lets a door drift open. Yes, there was something about the first space flight
that moved him. And held him. In a rare, fleeting moment, he confesses
that much. Behind the cold warrior exulting in the power of American inge-
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nuity there was this guy from Ohio who as a kid made model airplanes and
as a grown up got to look down on the Earth the way angels do. He agrees,
now, that it was spiritual. ‘‘Not spiritual in the idea that you expect to run
into God or anything like that,’’ he says. ‘‘But a spiritual quality in that hav-
ing such a different vantage point to look at creation, even though you’re
not that far away from Earth, but to look at it from that new kind of van-
tage point can’t help but give you a greater appreciation for all this creation
we live in.’’ But he’s squirming. This is clearly off the mission. Tenacity and
discipline don’t help explain the way a single day in orbit, 4 hours and 55
minutes in a metal can no bigger than a refrigerator, could grip a person’s
imagination for the rest of his life. ‘‘I suppose when you’ve had an experi-
ence like that you’re a little different person when you come back,’’ GLENN

says, trying. ‘‘You’ve seen things that very few people have ever seen, and
that can’t help but * * *. I guess it maybe makes you * * * maybe a little
more tolerant of life in general or you’re not quite so prone to be critical
of everything that happens.’’ He shrugs. ‘‘Maybe that’s a poor way to put
it, I don’t know.’’

÷

[From the Cincinnati Enquirer, August 16, 1998]

JOHN GLENN’S MISSION OF DISCOVERY

(By John Johnston)

Just as JOHN GLENN rocketed into history 36 years ago as the first Amer-
ican to orbit Earth, he’s poised to make history again as the oldest person
ever in space.

Senator JOHN GLENN has letters from critics saying he is too old to be an
astronaut.

Send someone younger into space, they say.
The letters, tucked away at his Bethesda, MD, home, were written more

than 36 years ago. At the time, Mr. GLENN, the oldest of the seven Mercury
astronauts, was training to become the first American to orbit Earth. ‘‘I got
letters saying, ‘You shouldn’t go up there. You’re going to be almost 41,’ ’’
says Mr. GLENN, who turned 77 last month.

It seems absurd now. As ridiculous, maybe, as the psychiatrists who in
early 1962 urged NASA to replace Mr. GLENN. After weather and technical
problems forced several postponements—in all, his flight aboard Friendship
7 was delayed 11 times before its February 20 launch—some experts wor-
ried the stress was too much to bear.

‘‘Which was ludicrous,’’ Mr. GLENN says.
So maybe it’s no surprise how relaxed he appears now. Less than 3

months before he is scheduled to fly in space shuttle Discovery and become
the oldest human ever in space, he courts a confidence not unlike that
which carried him safely through two wars, a stint as a test pilot, and the
uncertainty of the early astronaut program.

His casual, unhurried style belies his celebrity status; the accessible Sen-
ator looks well-wishers in the eye as he shakes their hands, answers ques-
tions, signs autographs.

One of his closest friends, retired Marine Lieutenant General Tom Miller,
says Mr. GLENN may be ‘‘physically, more tired (from training). But men-
tally, in my view, he’s much more at ease with what’s going on. He’s back
in his own realm.’’
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Since January, he has juggled two full-time jobs: astronaut training in
Texas and Florida, Senate work in Washington. Meanwhile, he’s tried to
cater to a slew of journalists eager to cover the biggest space story in years.

‘‘I keep trying to find JOHN GLENN’s breaking point,’’ Mary Jane Veno, his
longtime administrative assistant, says half-jokingly, ‘‘and I only find my
own.’’

Says Scott Carpenter, his friend and former Mercury astronaut: ‘‘He’s
dedicated and he’s busy, and JOHN thrives on that.’’

On a hot, steamy Thursday in the Nation’s capital, Mr. GLENN’s packed
schedule includes a permanent Subcommittee on Investigations hearing, a
Senate Armed Services Committee meeting and a Democratic Policy Com-
mittee luncheon.

But he also makes time for a TV reporter and a newspaper writer. A mag-
azine journalist is scheduled to interview him by phone. They all want to
talk about space.

And he has several photo opportunities in his office, including one with
two 17-year-olds, Jacob Hodesh of Wyoming and Christopher McCracken of
Alliance. They’re Ohio’s representatives to Boys Nation, an American Le-
gion-sponsored program that teaches youths about government. Of course,
Mr. GLENN chats about going back to space.

Later, he speaks to a group of Cleveland State University graduate stu-
dents attending a conference on urban terrorism. Someone dutifully asks a
terrorism question; everyone else wants to know about space.

And there are tourists who catch a glimpse of the Senator exiting the Sen-
ate subway below the Capitol; their eyes widen as they fumble with their
cameras, but he’s too fast, he’s gone. You can read their lips: ‘‘That’s JOHN

GLENN!’’ Surely they’d like to hear him talk about space, too.
He is an icon because of space.
When the Soviet Union in 1961 demonstrated its superiority in space by

putting man in Earth orbit, a fearful and vulnerable America needed to
prove it could compete; some U.S. leaders felt the survival of the free world
was at stake.

Enter JOHN GLENN, the red-haired plumber’s son from New Concord, OH.
He flew 4 hours, 55 minutes aboard tiny Friendship 7 and gave a doubting
country a reason to believe in itself. When he landed safely, ‘‘tears ran like
a river all over America,’’ Tom Wolfe wrote in The Right Stuff.

He was showered with ticker tape in New York City and praised by Presi-
dent Kennedy. As an elected official, though, he never came close to match-
ing his astronaut glory.

Much of his 24-year Senate career has been devoted to non-glamorous
issues such as nuclear non-proliferation and cutting government waste. But
his hero status has endured, despite lingering campaign debts from a failed
1984 presidential bid and a brush with a savings-and-loan scandal in which
he was cleared of wrongdoing.

A model of his old spacecraft sits on a display case in his fifth-floor office
in the Hart Senate Office Building. Piles of paperwork vie for attention on
his desk. A large photo of his wife, Annie, sits near scale models of space
shuttles.

‘‘I’ve always wanted to go up (in space) again, just from a personal experi-
ence standpoint,’’ he says. ‘‘This time around, there’s another purpose to it.’’

He won’t allow any conversation about the shuttle mission to go more
than a sentence or two before he injects the ‘‘R’’ word: research.

‘‘We have the opportunity now to get into some areas of research with re-
gard to aging that I think have the potential of being extremely valuable
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in the future,’’ he says. ‘‘I feel fortunate to be able to qualify physically to
be the one do to the research.’’

Mr. GLENN, a payload specialist on the seven-member crew, will be a
human test subject in geriatric experiments that examine similarities be-
tween the aging process and what occurs to astronauts in weightlessness.

Older people, for example, tend to lose bone and muscle mass, have trou-
ble sleeping, and experience decreased cardiovascular strength. That also
happens to astronauts in space, but they soon recover on Earth.

The Senator became aware of such similarities several years ago while
reading a book on astronaut physiology. After consulting with experts, in
summer 1996, he asked NASA Administrator Daniel Goldin to consider in-
cluding geriatric studies on a shuttle mission, with Mr. GLENN on board.

While NASA sought experts’ advice, organized scientific conferences, and
held the proposal up for peer review, Mr. GLENN kept in touch with Mr.
Goldin. Frequently.

‘‘Can you help me with this friend of yours?’’ the NASA chief said one day
in a phone call to Lieutenant General Miller. ‘‘He’s driving me out of my
gourd.’’

The general knows all about Mr. GLENN’s aggressiveness, dating to their
days as fighter pilots in World War II and Korea.

In Korea, ‘‘He was in a different (fighter) group,’’ Lieutenant General Mil-
ler says. ‘‘I knew how he flew. I flew down specifically to give him some
hints on things not to do. I should have known he wouldn’t listen to me.
On two different flights, they blew his airplane all to pieces.’’

Fellow fliers nicknamed him Old Magnet Ass, but Mr. GLENN gave as
good as he got, earning five Distinguished Flying Crosses in two wars.

Lieutenant General Miller chuckles about another story, saying the Sen-
ator ‘‘won’t own up to this.’’ It harks back to the days when the Millers and
Glenns were next-door neighbors in Arlington, VA, and JOHN sought to be
named to the Mercury program.

‘‘He was basically 6-foot (tall) by his naval aviation medical records,’’ the
general says. But the maximum height for astronauts was 5 feet 11 inches.
So, ‘‘every once in a while, he’d have a couple of big books on his head.’’

Maybe it was just a joke, the general says. Or maybe not. Regardless, at
the January press conference announcing Mr. GLENN’s return to the space
program, NASA’s Mr. Goldin described him as ‘‘the most tenacious human
being on the face of this planet.’’ His biggest challenge?

‘‘I’m far less facile on computers than my colleagues are. A year or so ago,
the staff here almost insisted I get this thing,’’ he says of the PC at his desk.
He chuckles. ‘‘I’m up to where I can get my e-mail most of the time.’’

A message scrolls across the monitor, installed by his teen-age grandsons
during a visit the week before: ‘‘JOHN GLENN (Grandpa) is the greatest Sen-
ator—grandpa of all time.’’

And perhaps one of the most physically fit. In Houston, he has rappelled
down the side of the space shuttle and been spun around a centrifuge. The
demands of astronaut training haven’t exhausted him, he says.

For years, he’s kept in shape by power walking a couple of miles four or
five times a week at home in Bethesda. More recently, he began working
out with weights.

‘‘I get aches and pains once in a while like everybody else. But I don’t
have any rheumatism or arthritis or anything like that. Never have.’’

Ms. Veno, who talks with him several times a week when he trains in
Houston, says conversations typically go like this:

Ms. Veno: Is it physically demanding?
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Mr. GLENN: Oh, yeah, it’s really tough.
Ms. Veno: Are you handling it?
Mr. GLENN: Oh, yeah.
Ms. Veno: Would you tell me if you weren’t?
Mr. GLENN: Oh, heck no.
Training has caused him to miss 34 of 212 Senate votes this year. But

he says he has not and will not break a vow to be in the Senate whenever
his vote could mean the difference on major legislation.

This month, while the Senate is in recess, he’s back in Houston.
‘‘I don’t think with something like this you can ever say you’re satisfied

with your level of training,’’ he says. ‘‘I always wanted another 3 days before
any final exam I ever took.’’

October 29, he says, will be ‘‘the final exam, big time.’’
Anna ‘‘Annie’’ Glenn, his wife of 55 years, probably would prefer he skip

it.
‘‘She didn’t really try to talk me out of it,’’ Mr. GLENN says. ‘‘But I knew

from her attitude toward it that she was really not in favor of this.’’
Another chuckle.
‘‘She didn’t have to say anything. She knew that I always wanted to go

back up again. She’s known that for 35 years. But certainly neither one of
us ever thought it would happen.’’

Mrs. Glenn, hoping to forestall an onslaught of reporters, declined to be
interviewed for this story.

The Senator got permission from mission commander Curt Brown for Mrs.
Glenn to attend briefings in Houston. The Glenns’ son and daughter, David
and Lyn, and David’s children, Zach and Daniel—all of whom have voiced
concern about Mr. GLENN’s upcoming flight—also have been to Houston.

Observing the training firsthand has made family members more com-
fortable, the Senator says. NASA officials have joked that if for some reason
JOHN GLENN cannot fly, 78-year-old Annie will be ready.

Lieutenant General Miller says if tragedy were to occur, the Glenn family
‘‘would understand that the sacrifice was done in the interest of helping oth-
ers. They’ve accepted that now, and they’re all behind him, 100 percent.’’

Some observers, though, have criticized Mr. GLENN’s return to space as
a nostalgia trip he earned by defending the Clinton administration during
last summer’s Senate campaign finance investigation.

‘‘That’s the biggest canard we ever had around here,’’ the Senator says.
‘‘I never had one conversation with the President or the Vice President or
any of the staff in the White House—not one—during that whole thing.’’

He also brushes aside critics who say little will be learned from sending
one aging astronaut into space. ‘‘Where on Earth do you start a data base?
You start it with one data point and add to it as you go along.’’

Critics are nowhere to be found this day. A receptionist in the Senator’s
outer office has a caller from North Carolina on the line. Mr. GLENN is his
hero, the caller says. He’d like two autographed photos—of GLENN the astro-
naut and GLENN the Senator.

Sorry, the receptionist says. ‘‘We have so many requests.’’ About 400 a
week. Only one autograph per person, she explains. (For the record, re-
quests for autographed astronaut photos are outpacing Senator photos more
than 2-to-1.)

Others call or write to say the upcoming mission inspires them. A 76-
year-old Tiburon, CA, woman wrote that despite having a leg amputated,
she learned to fly a helicopter 3 years ago.

‘‘I’m so glad that you can go up again,’’ her letter says. ‘‘GO! GO!’’
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A flight to inspire?
Even some space experts think Mr. GLENN’s flight will have more inspira-

tional than scientific value.
John Pike, director of space policy for the Federation of American Sci-

entists, says he would like to hear Mr. GLENN ‘‘talk more about ‘the right
stuff’ and talk less about all this medical research foolishness.’’

The Senator suppresses that notion like a gyroscope correcting a wobble.
He’ll only go so far as to say inspiration could be ‘‘a good side benefit.’’

Others have suggested it’s much more than that. NASA’s Mr. Goldin has
said of Mr. GLENN’s flight: ‘‘Is it just science? No. Inspiration is part of the
American psyche.’’

Says Mr. GLENN: ‘‘You don’t do these things as a stunt. This isn’t like
going over Niagara in a barrel or walking a high wire between the World
Trade Center buildings. You’re doing it because of basic research that may
benefit people right here on Earth.

‘‘If people like what we’re doing in some way, and admire that, well, so
be it. And that’s good.’’

Some observers have speculated Mr. GLENN is reluctant to talk about the
inspirational value of his flight because it will give ammunition to those
who say he’s getting a joy ride.

‘‘I don’t think that’s it at all,’’ says Ms. Veno, his aide. ‘‘I think it’s consist-
ent with his reaction to the hero aspect. I think for people like JOHN, it’s
hard to accept that they have that kind of impact. He probably thinks that’s
attaching more importance to him than he deserves.’’

Len Weiss, who has worked with the Senator for 22 years, agrees. He is
minority affairs director of the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee. ‘‘I
don’t think a fear of criticism is determining what he says about this flight.
He says what he believes. What you see is what you get.’’

What you see, often, is a man passionate for detail. A technocrat who en-
joys poring over official reports that even Mr. GLENN has said would make
most people’s eyes glaze over.

But Ms. Veno says her boss ‘‘really is a pretty emotional person, which
a lot of people don’t have the privilege of seeing.’’

You wonder what his emotions were on February 20, 1962. What he was
thinking and feeling when he looked out the window of Friendship 7. What
he will think on October 29 as he blasts off from Launch Pad 39B.

‘‘This isn’t something where you go up there and say, ‘Here I am looking
back at the world, and this has changed my life forever,’ ’’ Mr. GLENN says.

But then he softens a bit. He recalls some astronauts found God in space.
Jim Irwin returned from the moon and created an evangelical ministry,
High Flight. Charlie Duke became a born-again Christian and president of
Duke Ministry for Christ.

‘‘Did I have an experience like that? No,’’ he says. But Mr. GLENN, a life-
long Presbyterian, took his faith seriously before he left Earth’s gravity. And
still does. At home, he and his wife say grace before every meal.

But yes, he was moved, he says.
‘‘When you’re up there, you’re viewing things from a different vantage

point than human beings have ever looked at Earth. You get a new appre-
ciation for the fragile little existence we have here.

‘‘You fly over the Middle East, and you look down, not a cloud in the sky,
and you think of all the problems through the centuries that have come out
of that area, and it’s so beautiful, looking down on it. You think, with all
these manmade problems we’ve got there, why can’t we solve some of these
things. You can’t help but think a few things like that.’’
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He is not thinking about research now.
‘‘Ever since I was a kid, I’ve thought sunrises and sunsets were particu-

larly beautiful. Up there, you see a sunrise or sunset occurring at 18 times
normal speed. Up there, you see the colors of the rainbow right across the
whole spectrum: red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, violet.’’

Photos can’t quite capture that luminous quality in the way the human
eye can, he says.

‘‘It gives you a new appreciation for God’s creation, I guess, and certainly
a new appreciation of the fragility of the world in which we live.’’

Mr. GLENN has strayed as far off course as he cares to.
‘‘This is set up on a very tight timeline, and we’re going to be very, very

busy. But I can guarantee you, when I am not absolutely engrossed in some-
thing else, I am going to be over at the window.’’

It’s Friday morning, and in a few hours, the old astronaut will leave for
Boston to meet with a researcher who is heading up one of the geriatric ex-
periments.

Most likely they won’t discuss sunrises and sunsets.

÷

[From Time Magazine, August 17, 1998]

BACK TO THE FUTURE

AFTER WAITING 36 YEARS, JOHN GLENN AT LAST PREPARES TO RETURN TO

SPACE; THE MISSION IS DIFFERENT, BUT THE MAN REMAINS THE SAME

(By Jeffrey Kluger with reporting by Dick Thompson/Houston)

JOHN GLENN has a curious tendency to fly machines that try to kill him.
He flew them in the Marines; he flew them with the Air Force; he flew them
as a civilian. And each time he did, the fact that they were trying to kill
him never seemed to trouble him much. One telling incident happened in
1953, during the Korean War. A World War II veteran and a longtime com-
bat aviator, GLENN had been assigned to fly F9F Panther jets in an attack
squadron running raids out of Pohang. During one especially hellish run,
GLENN encountered an unexpectedly heavy barrage of anti-aircraft fire. A
cloud of shrapnel ripped one bomb from the undercarriage of his Panther,
then another. A second blast punched more than 200 holes in the skin of
his plane. GLENN struggled for a few moments to keep his wounded aircraft
stable and then realized the effort was futile. Keying open his microphone,
he called out levelly to the squadron leader, ‘‘I’m going to ease out of here.’’

The leader, who was too far away to spot the flak coming up from the
ground, challenged him. ‘‘Why?’’ he asked. ‘‘I don’t see anything hot down
there.’’

‘‘Well,’’ GLENN answered, more bemused than flip, ‘‘the leader normally
doesn’t.’’ With that, the 32-year-old flyer peeled off for Pohang.

Last week in Houston, JOHN GLENN, the 77-year-old senior Senator from
Ohio, was learning his way around another potentially lethal flying ma-
chine. Clad in a blue full-body garment shot through with a webwork of
cooling tubes, he stepped into a NASA training room at the Johnson Space
Center and glanced at a space-shuttle simulator standing in front of him.
A technician then helped him struggle into a heavy orange flight suit.
Stuffed into the backpack of the 90-lb. pressure garment was a huge load
of survival equipment: a life preserver, an emergency food and water supply,
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a pair of emergency oxygen bottles, a bouquet of rescue beacons, and an
array of other gear.

There was no chance that GLENN would need any of this equipment dur-
ing a training session here on solid ground. But on October 29, when he
climbs into a mid-deck seat on the shuttle Discovery and prepares to rocket
into space for a 9-day mission, he’ll face a real, if remote, chance that the
craft could spin out before it reaches space and wind up in the drink. If it
does, the septuagenarian Senator will need all the survival hardware he can
get.

By rights, GLENN, who is concluding a 24-year political career and easing
into senior statesmanship, ought to be beyond such concerns. By choice, he’s
not. In less than 3 months—36 years after he blasted into the sky inside
the titanium pod of a Mercury spacecraft—he’ll return aboard the relatively
lavish space shuttle. Even as Congress’s August recess begins and the rest
of Washington’s lawmakers decamp for their favorite vacation spots, GLENN

will be in Houston and Florida for his most intensive month of training
since being assigned to the mission.

To hear NASA’s detractors tell it, GLENN is manifestly unfit for space
travel of any kind. Flying into orbit more than a third of a century after
he last made the trip, more than a dozen years after most people his age
have begun retiring, and only months after the death of fellow Mercury as-
tronaut Alan Shepard illustrated the frailties of even the most resilient
flesh, is, they argue, at best showboating and at worst reckless.

Not so, says NASA. Long ago, the agency noticed a parallel between the
changes that happen to a body in space and those wrought by aging on
Earth. What better way to study this phenomenon than to send an aged as-
tronaut into orbit? And what better aged astronaut than the one who made
the country’s first trip?

That’s the official story. Perhaps more to the point is that back in the
1960’s, NASA was a place for heroes. Every time men rocketed into space,
they took a greater risk than on their previous flight, reached for a more
audacious and dangerous goal—and almost always succeeded. But after the
4 extraordinary years between 1968 and 1972, when the United States was
sending crews to the moon, the agency retreated to the familiar backwaters
of near Earth orbit. Aside from a few high notes like the Hubble-telescope
repair mission and the horror of the Challenger explosion, human space
travel became downright dull. And with the first components of the NASA-
led International Space Station set to launch within months, things seemed
likely to stay that way. For a public that had grown to expect great things
from NASA, this was pale stuff indeed. If anything could rekindle the magic
of the vigorous NASA that was—instead of the flickering NASA that is—
it might be the return of the man who first lit the agency’s fires.

NASA will never admit this publicly, of course, and when GLENN goes
back to the pad next October, he will go as just another crew member, a
lowly payload specialist setting off for a week or so of work. But even NASA
Administrator Daniel Goldin seems to concede that when he inks the name
GLENN onto a flight manifest, he writes more than just a name. ‘‘There is,’’
he declared the day he announced GLENN’s return to space, ‘‘only one JOHN

GLENN.’’
By most accounts, John Kennedy is the key to why GLENN still has the

itch to fly in space. When GLENN went aloft on February 20, 1962, the
United States was taking its first toddling steps on its long march to the
moon. Although he was 40, GLENN figured he still had a lot of flying ahead
of him. When he returned to Earth, he found otherwise. Like any other as-
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tronaut, he periodically approached Bob Gilruth, head of the Mercury pro-
gram, to inquire about his position in the flight rotation; unlike any other
astronaut, he was routinely stonewalled. ‘‘Headquarters doesn’t want you to
go back up,’’ Gilruth would say to him, ‘‘at least not yet.’’

At first, GLENN accepted this with a shrug, but as time went by and more
and more of his astronaut brothers were chosen for the Gemini and Apollo
programs that followed Mercury, he grew increasingly frustrated. Finally, in
1964, he resigned from NASA. ‘‘It was only years later that I read in a book
that Kennedy had passed the word that he didn’t want me to go back up,’’
GLENN says. ‘‘I don’t know if he was afraid of the political fallout if I got
killed, but by the time I found out, he had been dead for some time, so I
never got to discuss it with him.’’

GLENN spent the next decade working in private industry, most notably
(and incongruously) as an executive with the Royal Crown Cola company.
In 1974 he parlayed his still glittering name recognition into a seat in the
U.S. Senate. Even as a Member of Congress, he remained smitten with
space travel, but as an aging lawmaker who hadn’t been in a flight rotation
or ready room in years, he accepted the fact that his professional flying ca-
reer was over. And it was—at least until 3 years ago.

In 1995 GLENN, a member of the Senate Special Committee on Aging, was
paging through a textbook on space physiology when a thought struck him.
Doctors had long since identified more than 50 changes that take place in
an astronaut’s body during weightlessness, including blood changes, cardio-
vascular changes, changes in balance control, weakening of the bones, loss
of coordination, and disruption of sleep cycles. As a lay expert on aging,
GLENN recognized that these are precisely the things that happen to people
on Earth as they grow older. ‘‘I figured we could learn a lot if we sent an
older person up, studied what the effects of weightlessness were, and tried
to learn what turns these body systems on and off,’’ he says. And he had
an idea of just who that older person should be.

Approaching the space agency directly with a notion this outrageous was,
of course, not the way to go. If 20 years in Washington had taught GLENN

anything, it was that bureaucratic balance wheels have to be turned gently.
He decided to start by contacting a few NASA physicians and asking them,
almost casually, if they had ever looked into the astronaut-geriatric parallel.
Why, yes, they had, the doctors said. As a matter of fact, they had published
a little pamphlet on the topic. Would GLENN like a copy?

Would he ever! Armed with those few scraps of data, the Senator con-
tacted the National Institute on Aging and suggested that the group might
want to hold a conference to investigate the phenomenon further. The NIA
agreed, and held two meetings during the following year, compiling a mound
of research that strengthened the data base considerably.

Finally, in the summer of 1996, GLENN was ready. He approached NASA
Administrator Goldin and formally pitched his case for returning to space.
‘‘I told him there are 34 million Americans over 65, and that’s due to triple
in the next 50 years,’’ GLENN recalls. ‘‘And I told him someone ought to look
into this.’’ Goldin, savvy about the wiles of flight-hungry astronauts—even
flight-hungry astronauts who haven’t flown in 34 years—saw medical merit
in the argument and offered GLENN a deal. If the science held up to peer
review, he promised, and if GLENN could get past the same physical every
other astronaut must pass, NASA would seriously consider his proposal.
But, Goldin added, ‘‘we’ve got no open seats just for rides.’’

It wasn’t a decision made lightly. In the months that followed, Goldin
wrestled with the matter, agonizing over what he considered his JOHN
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GLENN problem. At one point, he sought counsel from Tom Miller, GLENN’s
oldest friend and Marine Corps comrade. ‘‘ ‘Can you imagine if something
happened [during the mission]?’ ’’ Miller recalls Goldin asking. ‘‘ ‘My heart
says yes, but my brain says no.’ ’’

The scientists and doctors were less ambivalent. By early this year, they
had finished their preliminary reviews and concluded that both GLENN’s
science and his health were sound enough to justify the mission. Shortly
afterward, on January 15, GLENN was in his Senate office meeting with a
group of constituents from Ohio State University when he got word that
Goldin was on the line for him.

Stepping into the bullpen of cubicles just outside his door, GLENN picked
up the phone and, after some good-natured stalling and suspense building
by Goldin, learned that he would indeed be returning to space and that the
announcement would be made the next day. Until then, GLENN was to say
nothing. The Senator thanked the Administrator, hung up the phone and
went back to work without a word to his staff. ‘‘He’s a military man,’’ says
press secretary Jack Sparks. ‘‘He knows how to take an order.’’

When word got out the following morning, the reaction was largely posi-
tive, particularly in Congress. GLENN will not be the first lawmaker to fly
in space. Senator Jake Garn of Utah and Representative Bill Nelson of Flor-
ida both took shuttle rides in the giddy, all-aboard days before the Chal-
lenger disaster. In the eyes of many, however, Garn and Nelson were mere
junketeers, politicians who wangled a trip into orbit largely for the sake of
going up—or, in the case of the famously space-sick Garn, throwing up.
GLENN is no mere joyrider. ‘‘JOHN has worked hard to prepare for this,’’ says
Senator Wendell Ford of Kentucky. ‘‘He’s not doing it for the publicity. He
is doing it to make a contribution.’’

The response was not quite as enthusiastic at home, where Annie Glenn,
the astronaut’s wife of 55 years, had to be told the news. Having sweated
through her husband’s 149 combat missions and one 5-hour Mercury mis-
sion, Annie had long since become accustomed to GLENN’s doing outsize
things and incurring outsize risks. In the eighth decade of life, however, she
justifiably assumed all that was behind her. ‘‘Annie was a little cool to the
idea to begin with,’’ GLENN confesses. But in the tradition of a military and
NASA wife, she listened to his reasons for wanting to return to space, famil-
iarized herself with his mission and then, as she had done so many times
before, proceeded to help him train for it.

That training will be something of a new experience for GLENN, who is
used to being the captain of any ship he flies. The flight plan for the October
mission lists seven Discovery crew members, from Curt Brown, the com-
mander, to Steve Lindsey, the pilot, through three mission specialists, and
two payload specialists. GLENN’s is the last name on the list. No sooner did
the crew first meet last January than GLENN made it clear that the chain
of command was fine with him. ‘‘They wanted to call me Senator, and I said
no,’’ he says. ‘‘I’m coming down here as JOHN. I’m a payload specialist, and
Curt’s the flight commander—and whenever they forget that, I correct
them.’’

Even a lowly yeoman like GLENN will have his hands full getting ready
to fly aboard his new ship. The first time GLENN flew, he was in a mere
demitasse of a spacecraft—one with a single window, 56 toggle switches and
barely 36 cu. ft. of habitable space. The joke around NASA in that earlier
era was that you didn’t so much climb inside a Mercury capsule as put it
on.
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The shuttle, by contrast, is a veritable flying gymnasium, with 10 win-
dows, more than 850 toggle switches and roughly 332 cu. ft. of space for
each of the seven crew members. If astronauts got the 36 cu. ft. the Mercury
pilots got, the shuttle could in theory accommodate a crew of 64. And GLENN

must learn every inch of this new territory. ‘‘We’re teaching him how to live
and how to sleep and how to clean up, just basic habitability in space,’’ says
Brown. ‘‘Now we go to space to work. We don’t go just to survive.’’

More nerve-racking than mastering what goes on inside the shuttle,
though, is mastering what could go on outside. One of the most hair-raising
parts of GLENN’s training involves emergency escape procedures. Crew
members on shuttles must be prepared to ride slide-wire baskets down from
the launch pad if a fully fueled shuttle threatens to blow; shimmy down an
escape pole and parachute away from the ship in the event of a postlaunch
emergency below an altitude of 20,000 ft.; and rappel down ropes from the
hatch if the spacecraft makes an emergency landing on tarmac. On his Mer-
cury flight, GLENN’s only safety measure was an escape rocket designed to
ignite and carry the spacecraft out of danger if his Atlas rocket appeared
likely to explode.

Not everything about the shuttle will be more difficult. During the Mer-
cury days, the astronauts pulled a gravity load of up to 7.9 Gs during their
ascent, meaning that a pilot like GLENN who weighed 168 lbs. would briefly
feel as if he weighed a whopping 1,327. Shuttle astronauts generally pull
no more than 3 Gs, and GLENN, who has not added much weight to his still
fit frame in the past 36 years, should tolerate that burden easily.

Then too, there are creature comforts aboard the shuttle that the Mercury
pilots didn’t dare dream about. GLENN’s only meal on his first, brief mission
in space was a tube of applesauce he sucked through a straw. The shuttle
offers a decidedly better bill of fare, including such delicacies as smoked tur-
key, Kona coffee, and dried apricots. All the meals are sealed in plastic
packets, each of which is coded with a colored dot to indicate which crew
member it is intended for. The color code for Brown, the commander, is red;
for GLENN, a payload specialist, it’s purple. ‘‘The shrimp cocktail they fix is
very, very good,’’ says GLENN, ‘‘as good as what you’d get at Delmonico’s.
Curt likes shrimp, and I always tell him that when he’s on the flight deck
and I’m hungry, I’m going to go looking for a red dot.’’

But GLENN is going aloft to do more than tuck into the cuisine. Discovery
will ferry a number of payloads in its cargo bay, including a Spartan sat-
ellite that will be released into space to take readings of the sun, a pallet
of sensors to measure the ultraviolet environment of space, and several new
components for the Hubble Space Telescope that need to be tested in the
extreme conditions of space. Most important, the ship is carrying the
Spacehab science module, a pressurized laboratory that is connected to the
crew compartment and provides additional space for conducting medical ex-
periments. It is here GLENN will be doing most of his work, processing blood
and urine samples from the rest of the crew and sitting still for the battery
of tests that will be run on him.

Those tests would try the patience of any patient. Throughout the flight,
GLENN’s heart rate, respiration, blood volume and pressure will be mon-
itored regularly. Doctors on Earth want to analyze his blood for immune
function and protein levels, and this will require taking so many samples
that throughout the flight, GLENN will wear a catheter implanted in his
arm, allowing easy access to a vein without a new needle stick each time.
He will wear a suit wired with sensors to measure his sleep cycles and will
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swallow a horse-pill-size thermometer that will take temperature readings
as it passes through his body.

These and other findings will be compared with base-line readings taken
before lift-off, which are already being assembled. GLENN routinely walks
around the grounds of NASA’s Houston facility with monitors strapped to
his wrist and belt. When he returns from space, he will face yet another bat-
tery of tests, including an MRI to look for changes in his spinal cord and
bone-density tests to look for mineral loss. ‘‘All of this,’’ GLENN says, ‘‘gives
us the potential not only of dealing with the frailties of our already aged
population but of helping younger people avoid problems as they get old.’’

Or so NASA says. Not everyone in the space community agrees. Alex Ro-
land, a former NASA historian and chairman of the Duke University history
department, has been outspokenly skeptical of GLENN’s mission, questioning
its scientific value and dismissing it as a trivial or even foolish use of
NASA’s scarce resources. If critics like Roland are right, the mission’s
science is merely a fig leaf. If it’s a fig leaf, what is it covering? ‘‘This space
flight is the same as the first one,’’ says John Pike, director of space policy
for the Federation of American Scientists. ‘‘It had everything to do with
making the country feel good. It’s about the right stuff, not science. Which
is fine with me.’’ Newsman Walter Cronkite, whose coverage of the Mercury
missions made him as much of a television icon as the astronauts, agrees
that GLENN’s upcoming flight ‘‘is bringing back a public interest in space
flight.’’

Whether or not this is true, there is no denying that GLENN’s 1998 mis-
sion will be rich with echoes from his 1962 mission. Once again there will
be the program-preempting coverage; once again Annie Glenn and her fam-
ily will be seen watching anxiously as the rocket that carries the head of
the household explodes off the ground and falls back to Earth; once again
there should be the triumphal return.

The first time GLENN flew, the family stayed at home in Arlington, VA,
watching the launch on TV, since the Glenns were reluctant to pull their
son and daughter out of school for the trip to Cape Canaveral. This time
wife, children and the Glenns’ two grandsons will all be there for lift-off.
GLENN takes a small, whimsical pleasure in pointing out that his grandsons,
who will be 16 and 14 in the fall, are the same age his son and daughter—
now 52 and 50—were the last time he flew.

For anyone contemplating GLENN’s return to space, this kind of existen-
tial ciphering is irresistible. The country is now further in time from
GLENN’s first trip into orbit, for example, than GLENN’s first trip into orbit
was from Lindbergh’s flight across the Atlantic. A man who was GLENN’s
current age when GLENN was born would himself have been 17 years old
when the Civil War began. Then too, there are the people who saw GLENN’s
first flight who either will or won’t be here for the second. Khrushchev, Ken-
nedy, Johnson, Mao Zedong—all towering figures in 1962, all dust now. Cas-
tro—communism’s beachhead in the West then, old and isolated now. Queen
Elizabeth—young and remote monarch then, old and remote monarch now.

That kind of perspective shifting, that kind of standing back from the
pointillist portrait of history, may be what GLENN’s return to space is really
all about. GLENN and NASA will never wholly concede this spiritual point,
but GLENN and NASA don’t have to concede it. JOHN GLENN flew in 1962,
and an exuberant country decided it just might live forever. Thirty-six years
later, an older, more sober Nation could use a little of that feeling again.
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[From Life Magazine, October 1998]

THE LAST HEROES; JOHN GLENN FLIES US BACK TO THE AGE OF INNOCENCE

(By Richard B. Stolley)

In the mock-up of the shuttle Discovery at the Johnson Space Center in
Houston, JOHN GLENN is running through a protein-turnover experiment
that involves the collection of blood and urine from crew members for analy-
sis. NASA instructors are demonstrating how to use a centrifuge. ‘‘Will I
have this book with me?’’ he asks, referring to a manual in his hand.

‘‘Yes, JOHN,’’ an instructor says. Everybody uses first names here.
‘‘Have these ever failed?’’
‘‘No. You check this, check that, and if it doesn’t work, you call us.’’

GLENN pauses, grins mischievously and says, ‘‘You mean, ‘Houston, we have
a problem?’ ’’ There is a slight intake of breath in the mock-up, strained
mouths, uneasy faces. JOHN GLENN is making a feisty joke of one of NASA’s
dark hours, the Apollo 13 crisis. ‘‘Well,’’ an instructor finally murmurs, ‘‘let’s
hope you don’t have to say that.’’

Is there a happier 77-year-old in America? Not likely. JOHN GLENN is
going back into space for 9 days beginning October 29, and this son of Ohio
is in hog heaven.

After he became the first American astronaut to orbit the earth in 1962,
GLENN wanted to fly again. NASA officials demurred. The massive adula-
tion that greeted his splashdown convinced them that GLENN was more val-
uable selling space travel than doing it. GLENN found out years later that
his friend President Kennedy, basking in the astronaut’s popularity, also op-
posed his return to space. ‘‘Maybe he was afraid of the political fallout if
something happened to me,’’ GLENN says. ‘‘All I know is that they didn’t
want to put me back up again.’’

After 18 months of PR and paper-pushing, GLENN got discouraged and
quit NASA. He tried corporate life, then went into politics. About 3 years
ago, as the increasing number of older Americans began attracting scientific
attention, GLENN sensed an opportunity to talk himself back into space. ‘‘It
became apparent to me that age might be an advantage instead of a dis-
advantage,’’ he recalls. ‘‘There are about ten things in a human body that
change in space that are like the frailties of old age.’’ GLENN recruited the
National Institute on Aging, which endorsed the idea that knowledge gained
from studying a senior citizen in space and afterward would be valuable.
NASA set two ground rules: The mission had to make scientific sense to its
own doctors, which it eventually did, and GLENN had to pass the same rigor-
ous physical exam as the other crew members—‘‘No waivers.’’

He passed, although he protests, ‘‘I don’t think I’m in such superb shape
as everyone else seems to think.’’ There is some truth in this: Compared
with shuttle teammates, he crawls in and out of hatches with a noticeable
creakiness. His waist, inevitably, has broadened; below the belt is a whisper
of a paunch.

Still, the man looks great and appears amazingly vigorous. He has exer-
cised all his life, and today he fast-walks two miles a day and lifts weights.
He has never smoked cigarettes and gave up his pipe two decades ago. He
occasionally drinks wine with dinner. Food is another matter. He admits to
being a continual dieter. ‘‘If I ate like I’d like to eat,’’ he says, ‘‘I’d weigh
300 pounds in thirty days.’’ Since the prospect of space beckoned, he has
concentrated on fish, grains, beans, fruits, and vegetables and stayed away
from red meat.
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The physical demands of the flight will be strenuous, of course, but noth-
ing like those of GLENN’s 1962 mission. The sheer size of the spacecraft is
a factor; for GLENN, this will be like traveling in a Greyhound instead of
a Geo. Back then the issue was not successful experiments but survival.
Doctors weren’t sure whether humans could take eight G’s going up and
coming down; in the shuttle, it’s a maximum of three G’s. ‘‘As test pilots,’’
GLENN says, ‘‘our job was to find out what we could and couldn’t do. Did
our eyeballs change shape? Would inner-ear fluid move differently? Could
we even swallow? We were trying to put a lot of basic issues to rest.’’

The terrifying vastness of what was unknown back then makes GLENN

(and his Mercury buddies * * * ) seem heroic beyond contemporary meas-
ure. But in the face of this observation, JOHN GLENN squirms. He deals with
the subject of fear better.

‘‘Was I afraid to the point where it overcame what I was supposed to be
doing?’’ he says. ‘‘No. Apprehensive. Keyed up. Aware of every little bump
and jiggle and watching everything very carefully. I had a pretty high level
of confidence that the thing wasn’t going to blow up. I did have a couple
of major problems that the scientists weren’t sure I could handle. At the end
of the first orbit, the danged automatic system screwed up and a thruster
got stuck. Rather than use up all the fuel, I just went manual on every-
thing. Scientists weren’t sure I could control the spacecraft. That settled
that question. Then we had the heat shield problem: Will he burn up or
won’t he? I was apprehensive, yes, but not fearful to the point it interfered.
And that’s the way I feel this time.’’

Danger has been as much a part of GLENN’s life as his Ohio roots. As a
Marine fighter pilot, he flew combat in World War II, then again in Korea,
where he shot down three Communist MIGs. After that he tried his hand
and nerve as a test pilot in the era of the first supersonic jets. ‘‘We lost a
lot of people,’’ he says matter-of-factly. ‘‘I never had to bail out, but I had
a lot of very weird things happen. We spent more time than we liked going
to funerals. It wasn’t very pleasant.’’ That test-pilot experience led to his se-
lection as one of the original Mercury team, the seven whom author Tom
Wolfe would immortalize with a macho label: ‘‘the Right Stuff.’’ JOHN GLENN

has no reason to remember the book fondly. It describes him as the Pres-
byterian Pilot, excessively pious, scolding his fellow astronauts on issues of
morality, grandstanding with the press, lobbying shamelessly to be first
American into space (an honor that would go to Alan Shepard * * * ).

Yet GLENN actually enjoyed the book. ‘‘Tom Wolfe writes with a stream
of consciousness that I sort of like,’’ he says. ‘‘Most of his account was rea-
sonably factual, although I was neither the pious saint nor the other guys
the hellions he made them into.’’ The movie, GLENN had no use for. ‘‘Holly-
wood made a charade out of the story and caricatures out of the people in
it.’’

Movie aside, how does he feel about the term ‘‘the Right Stuff?’’ An imme-
diate ‘‘Oh, I don’t like it.’’ He pauses. ‘‘I don’t try to define it,’’ he says, then
tries to do exactly that. ‘‘I suppose the Right Stuff means a willingness to
sort of be out there on the edge, where the danger level is supposedly much
higher, but you are willing to take that risk, and that’s supposedly supposed
to be the Right Stuff. I don’t know. It’s a willingness to risk for whatever
gain, I guess.’’

GLENN is reminded, ‘‘Tom Wolfe did it in only three words.’’
He smiles sheepishly. ‘‘I guess that’s what it means.’’
Whatever it meant in 1962, GLENN had it. The cold war was at its fierc-

est, and the American psyche was being battered. ‘‘We thought we led the
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world in science and technology,’’ GLENN recalls. ‘‘All at once they were chal-
lenging us on our grounds. We tried to send up satellites and failed. We
wanted to be first with a manned flight, and damned if they didn’t beat us
on that, too. They taunted us that Americans were going to sleep under a
Soviet moon. There was a mentality that people forget today, but it was
very real back then.’’

The effort to put GLENN into orbit was a near fiasco, played out in com-
plete openness, unlike the secret and sinister Soviet program. GLENN’s
launch was postponed a depressing 10 times. He still winces at the memory.
‘‘It would be announced that GLENN is going on such and such date, and
then no, it’s been canceled because of something or other. Once I was on the
way to the pad in the van when the flight was canceled. Damn, we flopped
again. We couldn’t get this thing off. It was almost like it was designed for
suspense by Hollywood.’’

On the 11th try, February 20, at 9:47 a.m., millions of nervous, prayerful
Americans watched on TV as JOHN GLENN’s tiny capsule, which he and his
family had named Friendship 7, roared into orbit. It circled the globe three
times and landed safely in the Atlantic. Suddenly, the cold war was a stand-
off. America went joyfully hysterical. There was a parade in Washington,
then another in New York with a blizzard of ticker tape. ‘‘Overwhelming,’’
says GLENN. ‘‘Beyond anything we had envisioned.’’ He sat the family
down—wife Annie and their teenage kids, David and Lyn. It was classic
GLENN: so genuine and yet fodder for cynicism. ‘‘I said, look, we are the
same kind of people we were before. I’m still putting my pants on one leg
at a time. I don’t want anybody getting any big poppycock ideas. We’ll just
be our own folks. And that’s exactly what we did. That seemed in its own
right to attract attention, and made people feel even closer to us.’’

Before New York had swept up the last of the confetti, JOHN GLENN was
an American hero. Today, to many, the four-term Democratic Senator is still
one. Does he object to that assessment? He tries to.

‘‘Look,’’ he says, ‘‘I don’t know what people think * * *.’’
He is interrupted. ‘‘Senator, you know exactly what they think.’’
‘‘Well, I know what they think,’’ he admits, ‘‘but I don’t look at myself that

way. I don’t come in every day and think I’d better do this in a certain way
because I am a hero. I never thought that in my whole life. And I’m not
starting it now. If other people look at me as someone they admire because
of what I’ve been fortunate enough to take part in, I don’t recoil from that,
nor do I try to advance it.’’

By January, JOHN GLENN—twice an astronaut, 24 years a Senator, newly
retired from both—will be out of a job. But he is a man who needs some
sort of mission, so he has come up with one. He plans to set up an institute
at Ohio State University that would involve young people in politics and
public service—a quest as daunting as shooting rockets at the moon. He
knows that many Americans today feel ‘‘politics and government are so dirty
they can’t possibly get their hands messed up in it.’’ And he knows that
leaders more articulate than he have preached the gospel of public service
without success. But perhaps the young will listen to a space traveler. ‘‘If
they do, fine,’’ says GLENN. ‘‘If they don’t, well, I’ll give it my best shot.’’

Today, his best shot is aimed at understanding this body-fluid centrifuge.
He’s training as hard as he is because fouling up one of the experiments,
as opposed to personal safety, is his major concern. He looks up and empha-
sizes: ‘‘Make that ‘concern.’ Not ‘fear.’ ’’
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[From the the New York Times, October 30, 1998]

GLENN RETURNS TO SPACE: THE OVERVIEW

36 YEARS LATER, GLENN LIFTS OFF FOR HIS SPACE ENCORE

(By John Noble Wilford)

JOHN GLENN, an astronaut again at 77, returned to orbit today in the
space shuttle Discovery for a rendezvous with the memory of a time when
exploits of early astronauts held the world in thrall and for a long-awaited
encore, this time as the oldest traveler in outer space.

At 2:19 p.m., after two suspenseful delays, the shuttle’s two rockets and
three engines ignited in flames and billowing vapors and lifted the seven-
member crew—including Mr. GLENN, the retiring Democratic Senator from
Ohio and the first American to circle the planet—into an orbit some 345
miles above Earth.

‘‘Liftoff of Discovery with a crew of six astronaut heroes and one American
legend,’’ intoned Lisa Malone, the countdown commentator, at the moment
the shuttle rose into a cloudless blue sky.

Although Mr. GLENN’s flight had been criticized in many quarters as a
publicity stunt and political payoff with little scientific value, an estimated
250,000 visitors to the Kennedy Space Center and surrounding commu-
nities, one of the biggest crowds to see a shuttle departure, followed Discov-
ery’s ascent, watching until it was no more than a vanishing point of light
more than 5 minutes after liftoff. President Clinton, watching with Mrs.
Clinton from the roof of the Launch Control Center, was the first sitting
President to see a space launching here since Richard M. Nixon watched the
takeoff of Apollo 12 in 1969.

In an interview on CNN before the liftoff, Mr. Clinton pointed out that
today’s flight—the last mission before NASA begins launching the Inter-
national Space Station in December—was the end of an era. ‘‘So JOHN

GLENN began this first phase of our space program, and he’s ending it just
before we start on the space station,’’ Mr. Clinton said.

A few hours after Discovery reached orbit, Lieutenant Colonel Curtis L.
Brown, Jr., the commander, looked over at Mr. GLENN.

‘‘Let the record show, JOHN has a smile on his face and it goes from ear
to ear,’’ Colonel Brown told Mission Control. ‘‘We haven’t been able to re-
move it yet.’’

In his first radio communication with Mission Control, Mr. GLENN was
ebullient. ‘‘A trite old statement: zero-G and I feel fine,’’ he said, paraphras-
ing his first reaction to zero gravity, in 1962.

Looking down on the Hawaiian islands, Mr. GLENN said: ‘‘Today is beau-
tiful and great. I just can’t even describe it.’’

More than 36 years ago, on February 20, 1962, Mr. GLENN, then 40, rock-
eted aloft from here to become the first American to orbit the planet. Alone,
squeezed into a tiny Mercury capsule, he made all of three orbits of Earth
on a flight that lasted 5 hours. Today, aboard the relatively commodious
Discovery, with 70 times the room of the Mercury capsule, Mr. GLENN began
a mission planned to last 9 days.

Two younger astronauts, Colonel Brown and Lieutenant Colonel Steven
W. Lindsey, both of the Air Force, were at the controls of Discovery. From
his passenger seat in the compartment below the flight deck, Mr. GLENN felt
the bump at liftoff and the increasing vibration and noise of the first 2 min-
utes of surging rocket power, 20 times the thrust of the Atlas rocket that
first put him in orbit. When Discovery’s two solid-rocket boosters were jetti-
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soned after a little more than 2 minutes, Mr. GLENN felt a sharper jolt and
might have caught sight of a flash of light in the tiny compartment window.

In many ways, it was a more comfortable ascent this time. At most, the
rocket power exerted on Mr. GLENN’s body pressures about three times the
normal force of gravity at sea level. The pressure was certainly nothing like
the G-forces from the Atlas, which reached eight times normal levels.

As the shuttle’s three hydrogen engines burned, Mr. GLENN could begin
to relax to the steady whirring of turbines and fans. Eight and a half min-
utes after ignition, he and the other Discovery astronauts had reached orbit
and, unbuckling the straps that secured them during liftoff, experienced the
floating sensation of weightlessness. On his Friendship 7 flight in 1962, Mr.
GLENN never got the chance to unbuckle and had no place to stretch out.

For the rest of the day, the crew moved slowly about Discovery, opening
the cargo-bay doors and activating the systems and scientific instruments
in the pressurized Spacehab module in the cargo bay where astronauts are
to conduct many of their experiments.

Generally overlooked in the avid attention on Mr. GLENN was the multi-
national crew, including a Japanese and a Spanish astronaut, which is to
get busy on Friday with dozens of astronomy observations, tests of hardware
for the Hubble Space Telescope, and experiments on the effects of a low-
gravity environment on insects, fish, and humans.

Much of the scientific work will be handled by Dr. Stephen K. Robinson,
an engineer; Pedro Duque, an aeronautical engineer from Spain who is rep-
resenting the European Space Agency; and Dr. Chiaki Mukai, a Japanese
physician and medical researcher. Mr. GLENN’s primary duty will be to act
as a test subject for investigations of physiological changes from space flight
that appear to parallel changes in aging humans. His attending physician
for many tests will be Dr. Scott E. Parazynski.

Such studies point up one of the sharpest contrasts between this flight
and Mr. GLENN’s first. ‘‘Back then, the issue was not successful experiments
but survival,’’ Mr. GLENN said in a recent magazine interview. ‘‘Doctors
weren’t sure whether humans could take eight G’s going up and coming
down. As test pilots, our job was to find out what we could do and couldn’t
do.’’

NASA officials said Discovery was operating normally, but engineers said
they were investigating the apparent loss of a small, insulated aluminum
panel near the tail. A videotape of the launching showed the panel dropping
off 2 seconds after main-engine ignition, 5 seconds before liftoff. The panel
appeared to be the cover over a stowed parachute, which is deployed at
landing to slow the shuttle on the runway.

At a news conference, Donald R. McMonagle, a shuttle official at the Ken-
nedy center, said the incident was not expected to pose any additional risk
or cause any change in mission plans. The shuttle could land without the
‘‘drag chute,’’ which was added to the shuttles for extra braking force only
after more than 50 safe landings without parachutes. The problem pre-
sented ‘‘no hazard to operations of the vehicle in orbit,’’ the official said.

A more detailed analysis of the problem is expected to be made on Friday,
Mr. McMonagle said.

The day of Mr. GLENN’s second launching broke warm and clear, with no
signs of technical trouble on Discovery at Pad 39–B. Before his first mission,
Mr. GLENN had to wait out 10 postponements because of weather or me-
chanical problems between December and February 20 before he finally lift-
ed off.
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Today’s countdown proceeded smoothly toward a scheduled 2 p.m. liftoff.
At a pause at T-minus-9 minutes, Scott Carpenter, the astronaut who was
Mr. GLENN’s backup pilot in 1962, echoed his famous farewell to the Mer-
cury flight, which was ‘‘Godspeed, JOHN GLENN.’’

Speaking to the Discovery crew, Mr. Carpenter said, ‘‘At this point in the
count, it seems appropriate to say to the crew, good luck, have a safe flight,
and to say once again, Godspeed, JOHN GLENN.’’

But Discovery was not going anywhere yet. Alarms sounded in the cockpit
and were recorded at Mission Control in Houston. The countdown was halt-
ed while engineers considered possible problems with the cabin pressure in
the crew module, and soon established that there was nothing to fear. Then,
at T-minus-5 minutes, the count was interrupted again as one private air-
plane and then another were spotted flying into restricted airspace near the
Kennedy launching area.

The liftoff seemed trouble-free, until the examination of video recordings
revealed that a piece of metal seemed to break loose and hit the nozzle of
the shuttle’s center engine. Investigators were trying to find out if it was
indeed the parachute panel—a piece of waffle-textured aluminum 18 inches
wide, 22 inches long, and 1.7 inches thick—that fell off.

‘‘At this point, we know of no impact on the mission,’’ Mr. McMonagle said
of the problem.

One of the most important maneuvers of the mission is to come on the
fourth day. The Discovery astronauts plan to release a small satellite called
Spartan for 2 days of observations of the Sun’s corona, or outer atmosphere,
and its effects on the space environment throughout the solar system. The
satellite is to be retrieved before the shuttle returns to Earth. Landing is
scheduled for November 7 here at the Kennedy center.

The mission is the 92d by a shuttle since the reusable craft were intro-
duced in 1981. And it is the 121st American flight of astronauts since JOHN

GLENN made history with his first flight. Shortly after 7 p.m. today, Mr.
GLENN passed his old space flight record of 5 minutes under 5 hours, with
8 days yet to go on the return flight he had longed to take since February
1962.

÷
[From the New York Times, January 17, 1998]

GLENN TO SLIP BONDS OF AGE IN SPACE

(By Katharine Q. Seelye)

He wears glasses now; he is paler and balding. But he still has his freck-
les and the Midwestern blend of modesty and self-assurance he always dis-
played as an American hero.

‘‘I’ll give it my very best try,’’ JOHN GLENN said today at a packed news
conference at NASA headquarters here, where officials announced that they
were sending the 76-year-old Ohio Senator back into space after a 36-year
absence. Mr. GLENN said that he had lobbied NASA for 2 years to reprise
his epic flight of 1962, which launched him into history as the first Amer-
ican in orbit. Dan Goldin, the NASA Administrator who gave the go for Mr.
GLENN’s autumnal space shuttle mission, called him ‘‘the most tenacious
human being on the face of this planet.’’

Senator GLENN has enjoyed other successes since slipping the bonds of
Earth in his 9-by-7-foot capsule, including the distinction of being the only
person Ohio has elected to the Senate for four consecutive terms (he retires
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this year). But nothing he has achieved in politics has come came close to
rivaling the worldwide acclaim he received as an astronaut, and there was
some speculation today that Mr. GLENN wanted to cap his career the way
he began it—by lighting the candle, in the jargon of astronauts.

‘‘Zero-G, and I feel fine,’’ a suddenly weightless JOHN GLENN radioed 36
years ago, with the world holding its breath as Mr. GLENN circled the globe,
scoring one for the United States after the Soviet Union had launched two
men into orbit and was winning the space race at the height of the cold war.
Afterward, four million New Yorkers gave him a ticker-tape parade that ri-
valed the one for Charles Lindbergh.

Mr. GLENN asserted today that he wanted to go back into space because
he was intensely interested in geriatrics. On his own initiative, he said, he
had studied some of the similarities between aging on Earth and flying
weightless in space, including the loss of bone mass, a weakening of the im-
mune system and a slackening of muscles. He proposed to Mr. Goldin that
he go back into space to study them further, to help ‘‘lessen the frailties of
old age’’ and prevent problems for young astronauts.

But in the course of his lengthy news conference, Mr. GLENN returned to
the novelty factor—he would be the oldest person to go into space. And he
acknowledged that he was keenly aware of his place in the American psy-
che.

Besides, he argued to those who suggested NASA might have picked him
for the public relations value—he was as good a choice as anyone.

‘‘If I can pass the physical, why not me to do this kind of experimenting?’’
he recalled asking Mr. Goldin in the summer of 1996.

There is little doubt that Mr. GLENN can pass the physical. Doctors say
he is in excellent health. A former Marine fighter pilot, he exercises every
day, and he said he expected to be in even better shape by the time the
space shuttle Discovery is launched in October.

He also spurned suggestions that his selection was a political reward for
defending President Clinton and Vice President Gore during the Senate
hearings last year on campaign finance practices.

‘‘Nothing could be further from the truth,’’ the Senator asserted. ‘‘There
were never any directions, there were never any requests from the White
House.’’

It was Mr. GLENN’s partisan performance during the hearings—in re-
sponse to partisan tactics by the Republicans—that in some eyes diminished
his reputation as an amiable Senator. His character—his sense of decency
and fair play—had always been his strength. But these apolitical qualities,
combined with a public speaking style that was less than electrifying, kept
him from playing a major role in the Senate and helped doom his 1984 bid
for the Presidency, for which he remains $3 million in debt.

He was first elected to the Senate in 1974 and delved into nuclear pro-
liferation and, later, issues related to aging. But he was also touched by the
Keating Five scandal, in which he and four other lawmakers were accused
of doing favors for a wealthy campaign contributor. The Senate Ethics Com-
mittee concluded that Mr. GLENN had only ‘‘exercised poor judgment’’ in ar-
ranging a meeting, but it tarnished his Mr. Clean image.

Throughout Mr. GLENN’s career, it was clear that his trip into space was
never far from his mind. He announced his retirement from the Senate on
February 20, 1996, the 35th anniversary of his orbit. And at one merry mo-
ment during the campaign finance hearings, when the Republicans had dis-
played a particularly complicated chart, Mr. GLENN mused: ‘‘Is this sup-
posed to be an orbital track?’’
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Even today, it was evident that the chance to leave the planet again was
more important to him than whatever might await in Washington. Said Mr.
Goldin: ‘‘One of the conditions for Senator GLENN to fly is, I have an iron-
clad commitment from him that his Senate duties will not interfere with the
activities of training for the space shuttle.’’

Mr. GLENN, the son of a plumber, had sought to enter politics 2 years
after his 1962 orbit of Earth, announcing his candidacy for the Senate in
1964. But a fall in his bathroom injured his inner ear and he had to drop
out of the primary.

He still wanted to return to space, but was turned down. ‘‘I always want-
ed to go back up again,’’ he said today, adding obliquely: ‘‘At that time,
headquarters didn’t want me to go back on flight status again. And so, after
a year or so, I went on to other things.’’

It was unclear whether he was referring to a time when John F. Kennedy
was President or when Lyndon B. Johnson occupied the Oval Office.

With Mr. GLENN’s political career on hold, he went into private business,
serving on the boards of Royal Crown Cola and the Questor Corporation. He
oversaw four Holiday Inns. In 1970, Mr. GLENN ran for the Senate again,
but lost the Democratic primary to Howard Metzenbaum. The seat was up
4 years later, and this time, Mr. GLENN beat Mr. Metzenbaum.

In 1979, Tom Wolfe published ‘‘The Right Stuff,’’ an examination of the
dawn of the American space program and the qualities that, in Mr. Wolfe’s
phrase, would ‘‘bring tears to men’s eyes.’’ The 1983 movie based on the
book was expected to give Mr. GLENN a big advantage in the presidential
campaign, when he presented himself as an alternative to the more liberal
Walter Mondale. But support never materialized, and he dropped out. Mr.
GLENN held his Senate seat in 1992 against a challenge from Mike DeWine,
whose campaign slogan asked: ‘‘What on Earth has JOHN GLENN done?’’

Mr. GLENN announced his retirement last year after it was clear that
Ohio’s popular Republican Governor, George Voinovich, who had built up a
substantial war chest, would present a particularly strong challenge.

But all of those battles melted away today as Mr. GLENN grinned his way
through the announcement of the news he had waited so long to hear. His
first words, typically, were in homage to his wife, Annie, his childhood
sweetheart, who sat in the front row adjacent to a battalion of cameras that
were recording the moment for history. She brought her own instamatic and
took her own pictures, occasionally wiping a tear from the corner of her eye.

Mr. GLENN said his wife and children were initially ‘‘not enthusiastic’’
about his upcoming flight but that they understood it was important for
him.

With the image of the Challenger disaster still imprinted in American
minds, Mr. Goldin was quick to say NASA ‘‘tripled the reliability of the
Space Shuttle since the early 1990’s.’’

Nonetheless, he said, an experienced flyer like Mr. GLENN ‘‘knows that
there’s a finite probability he may not come back.’’ He said that the decision
to send Mr. GLENN into space should not send a message ‘‘that it’s safe to
fly in space.’’ Rather, he said, ‘‘This is a signal that we’re trying to do the
maximum space research to benefit the American people and to inspire peo-
ple.’’

Mr. Goldin insisted that the agency was not exploiting Mr. GLENN’s popu-
larity as a ploy to win more money. ‘‘We will not pander to the American
public self-servingly to get more money for this agency,’’ Mr. Goldin said,
but added: ‘‘Is it just science? No. Inspiration is part of the American psy-
che.’’
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If Mr. GLENN was afraid of the flight, he did not let on. His only fear,
he said, was that he might not ‘‘do a good job.’’ He added: ‘‘I was concerned
about that back in 1962. I will be concerned about that again.’’

Æ


